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THIS  LITTLE  BABY'S  ON  THE  BOTTLE. 


THIS  LITTLE  BABY'S  ON  THE  BREAST. 


THIS  LITTLE  BABY  DOES  IT  BOTH  WAYS. 


I  H^ES  ,  M 

BE      '    :'\\:  J'^./i  5 


BUT  MUM  KNOWS  NURSERY  IS  BEST 

The  fact  is,  whether  a  mother  chooses  to  breastfeed  or  bottlefeed,  there's  a  product  in  the  Nursery  range  to  help  her 
From  breast  pumps  and  nipple  shields  to  the  new  shaped  feeder  and  teat.  (The  next  best  thing  to  breastfeeding) 
There's  never  been  a  better  time  to  stock  Nursery.  Whole  page  consumer  advertisements  are  putting  mums  in  the  picture 
So  when  they  come  to  choose,  naturally  they'll  choose  what's  best  for  them  ^p^jjj^J 

Giving  mother  and  baby  the  best  of  both  worlds. 

For  further  details  contact  Customer  Services,  Lewis  Woolf  Gnptight  Limited.  144  Oaklield  Road.  Selly  Oak,  Birmingham  B20  7EE  Telephone  021-414  1122 


THERE'S  LAXATIVES 


AND  THERE'S 
DUPHAR  LACTULOSE 

Clear  advantages  for  your  customers 

Lactulose  is  widely  prescribed  by  the 
medical  profession.  They  know  that 
lactulose  produces  a  change  in  bacterial 
populations  more  favourable  to  a  normal 
bowel  function.1,2  3  Unlike  many  laxatives 
which  cause  irritation  and  griping,  lactulose 
has  no  serious  side  effects.4 

That's  why  lactulose  is  prescribed 
for  all  kinds  of  patients  from  infants  and 
pregnant  women  to  the  elderly. 

Clear  advantages  for  you 

Duphar  Laboratories,  the  manu- 
facturers of  Colofac,  Sere,  Influvac  Sub- 
unit,  and  other  valuable  prescription 
medicines,  will  continue  to  support  your 
important  healthcare  role  in  the  community. 

In  addition,  Duphar  will  help 
both  you  and  your  customers,  providing 
educational  materials  and  information. 

You  can  confidently  recommend 
Duphar  lactulose  to  your  customers  who 
seek  laxative  relief  without  the  unwanted 
effects  of  conventional  laxatives. 

duphar  lactulose 

Iffl  lactulose  solution  BP 

The  clear  solution  in  constipation 


PRESCRIBING  INFORMATION:  Presentation  Lactulose  Solution  BP  containing 
lactulose  3.35  gm  per  5  ml.  Available  in  bottles  of  3(  10  ml  and  1  litre  and  plastic  containers  ot  5  litres. 
Basic  NHS  price  /.2.61,  ,£7.73  and  £38.45.  Indications  1.  Constipation.  2.  Hepatic 
encephalopathy  (Portal  systemic  encephalopathy):  hepatic  coma.  Dosage  and  Administration 
Constipation:  Starting  dose  -  Adults  15  ml  twice  daily.  Children  5-10  years  10  ml  twice  daily. 
Children  under  5  years  5  ml  twice  dally.  Babies  5  ml  daily.  Hepatic  encephalopathy:  30-50  ml 
three  times  daily,  and  adjust  according  to  response.  Contra-indications,  Warnings,  etc. 


Contra-indications:  Galactosaemia.  Gastro-intestinal  obstruction.  Precautions:  Lactose 
intolerance.  Product  Licence  Number  0512/5001. 

References:  1.  Florent  C  et  al.  J  Clin  Invest  1985;  75:  608-613.  2.  Palmie  P.E.  Therapiewoche 
1980;  3:  4045-4049.  3.  Hoffman  K.  et  al.  Klinische  Wochenschnft  1964;  42  (3):  126-130. 
4.  Sanders  J  .  J  Am  Ger  Soc  1978;  26  (5):  236-239. 
Further  information  is  available  from:  Duphar  Laboratories  Limited,  . 
Gaters  Hill,  West  End,  Southampton  S03  3JD.  Tel:  0703  472281. 


duphar 
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COMMENT 


I  Will  they,  won't 
they,  will  they, 
won't  they,  will  they 
join  the  dance7  The 
question  posed  at  the  Lobster 
Quadrille  in  Alice  in  Wonder- 
land. And  so  said  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Services  Negotiating 
Committee  when  they  approved 
the  new  contract  —  only  they 
were  talking  about  contractors 
excited  by  the  new  contract, 
opening  up  or  closing  down,  not 
dancing! 

Months  ago  the  British 
Pharmacists  Association  (UK) 
went  on  record  in  the  national 
Press  suggesting  "3,000  will 
close".  PSNC,  itself,  has  been 
remarkably  circumspect  about 
projected  pharmacy  closures. 
The  rest  of  the  profession 
remained  ominously  silent,  apart 
from  David  Shaipe.  He 
suggested  that  300  pharmacies 
might  close  while  as  many  as 
1,000  could  open.  Now,  at  last, 
the  truth  is  starting  to  emerge  as 
FPC  administrators  returning  to 
work  respond  to  C&D's  survey. 

The  number  of  premises  on 
Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Register  started  to  decline  when 
the  new  contract  came  into  force 


on  April  1.  The  tail-off  can  be 
seen  in  the  graph  also  showing 
the  upturn  in  chemist  numbers 
since  1980  that  prompted  the 
DHSS  to  seek  to  limit  entry  to 
NHS  pharmaceutical  contract. 
Spurred  on  by  the  notion  of 
limitation,  numbers  leapt  from 
11,083  in  May  1985  when  the 
new  contract  was  announced,  to 
11,794  in  March  of  this  year. 

Mr  Sharpe  was  remarkably 
accurate  with  his  estimate  of 
1,000  would-be  openers,  if  the 
applicants  identified  by  the  one- 
third  of  FPC  respondents  to  the 
C&D  survey  is  extrapolated. 
However,  the  number  seeking 
compensation  on  closure  is  well 
down  on  Mr  Sharpe's  figure  — 
something  that  will  no  doubt 


delight  the  profession  but 
confound  the  DHSS.  Whether 
this  small  reduction  will  produce 
either  the  stage  2,  new  role 
monies  hoped  for  by  PSNC,  or 
the  savings  expected  by  the 
Exchequer,  remains  to  be  seen. 
Contractors  would  not  be 
ammused  if  the  DHSS  sought  to 
penalise  the  smaller  pharmacies 
further  in  an  attempt  to  reduce 
numbers  significantly  and  make 
a  greater  financial  killing. 

It  is  never  clever,  or  indeed 
appreciated,  to  say:  "We  told 
you  so!"  But  these  survey  figures 
are  the  final  evidence  that  the 
delay  in  implementing  the  new 
contract  has  resulted  in  an 
imbalance  in  pharmacy 
distribution  that  it  was  designed 
to  eliminate.  The  C&D  survey 
results  so  far  show  that  the 
imbalance  will  remain  for  years 
unless  the  Government,  or  the 
profession,  acts.  We  counsel 
caution  and  a  moratorium  of 
two  or  three  years  at  least  in 
order  that  the  contract 
regulations  and  guidelines  can 
be  tested  fully  and 
some  of  the 
leapfroggers  et  al 
expunged. 


6  £\ 
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NEWS 


C&D  survey  reveals 
fall  off  in  openings 

Annlirntions  to  nnpn  new  c.'i  ,n  S^vil  =r.A  ^fl  ,n 


Applications  to  open  new 
pharmacies  have  been  slashed 
since  the  new  contract  regulations 
came  in  on  April  1,  a  C&D  survey 
shows. 

In  a  mixed  sample  of  33  rural  and 
urban  family  practitioner  committees  in 
England  and  Wales  there  have  been  only 
16  applications  for  contracts  in  the  three 
months  to  July  1.  And  64  per  cent  of  the 
sample  had  received  no  application  at  all. 

This  sharp  reduction  in  potential  new 
pharmacies  has  yet  to  be  seen  in  the 
monthly  figures  of  registered  premises 
because  of  the  large  number  of 
applications  lodged  before  April  1.  The 
six-month  period  of  grace  built  into  the 
new  contract  means  they  have  until  the  end 
of  September  to  be  in  business. 

In  the  past,  applications  to  FPCs  have 
not  provided  a  particularly  accurate 
means  of  determining  future  openings, 
being  lodged  on  a  speculative  or  pre- 
emptive basis  and  later  withdrawn  as  the 
situation  changed.  Since  the  new 
regulations  are  more  complex  this  is 
unlikely  to  be  the  case  in  future,  and 
applications  will  probably  have  a  closer 
correlation  with  openings. 

The  survey  shows  that  46  contractors 
have  so  far  applied  to  the  33  FPCs  for 
compensation.  Most  FPCs  have  at  least  one 
contractor  seeking  compensation,  but 
surprisingly  there  is  no  discernable 
difference  between  rural  and  urban  FPCs. 
The  FPCs  in  the  survey  with  the  highest 
numbers  seeking  compensation  are 
Sheffield  and  Dorset  (with  four  each) 
followed  by  East  Sussex,  Hillmgdon  and 
Merton  &  Wandsworth  (with  three).  Only 
five  FPCs  have  no  contractors  wishing  to 
give  up  their  contract. 

Each  FPC  was  asked  how  many 
applications  had  been  received  for  a 
contract  before  April  1,  and  which  have 
yet  to  open.  In  all  there  are  406 
applications  outstanding  in  the  33  FPCs 
surveyed.  However,  several  respondents 
say  they  have  a  number  of  applications  for 
the  same  address.  In  Sandwell,  for 
example,  there  are  35  applications  relating 
to  25  addresses,  and  only  two  of  the 
premises  have  confirmed  opening  dates. 
Repeated  elsewhere,  this  would  suggest 
that  a  considerable  number  of  these 
applications  —  possibly  as  many  as  two 
thirds  —  will  never  open.  There  has  been  a 
slow  down  since  March  of  new  premises 
coming  onto  the  Register:  it  was  66  then, 


53  in  April  and  38  in  May. 

Twenty  of  the  30  FPCs  have  already 
established  a  pharmacy  practice 
subcommittee  and  another  six  are  in  the 
process  of  setting  up.  A  number  of  FPCs 
are  awaiting  nominations  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  for  non-contractor 
pharmacists. 

Commenting  on  the  survey,  PSNC 
chief  executive  Alan  Smith  said  the  results 
have  an  indication  of  what  is  over  the 
horizon. 

And  the  compensation  applications 
look  as  if  they  are  approximately  in  line 
with  PSNC's  forecast  if  extrapolated 
nationally  to  all  98  FPCs,  he  said. 


The  three  speakers  at  C&Ds  second 
Pharmacy  Training  Seminar  on  anti- 
fungals, co-sponsored  by  Janssen 
Pharmacy  Division  (this  week,  p61-64) 
were,  left  to  right,  Dr  Richard  Taylor, 
College  of  Pharmacy  Practice  research 
fellow,  Aston  University,  and  Janssen's 
research  project  manager  Mary 
O'Donovan  and  group  product  manager 
Matthew  Caldwell-Nichols 


First  signs  of  downturn? 


10800. 
10700 


The  Pharmacists  Charter  first  introduced  the  concept 
of  rational  location  through  financial  incentives,  and 
the  "new  contract"  of  May  1985  was  to  do  just  that, 
with  its  compensation  scheme  and  loading  of  fees 
against  smaller  pharmacies.  This  graph,  updated 
from  February  7,  shows  what  might  be  the  first  signs 
of  a  tailing  off,  and  even  a  small  decline  m  the 
number  of  premises. 
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Hounslow  case  goes  to  GMC 


The  opening  of  a  pharmacy  in  the 
same  building  as  a  doctor's  surgery 
in  Hounslow  has  been  referred  to 
the  General  Medical  Council. 

Ealing,  Hammersmith  and  Hounslow 
FPC  administrator  Mary  Rose  told  C&D 
that  they  had  not  made  a  formal  complaint, 
but  that  the  GMC  had  been  informed  of 
the  circumstances.  "Patients  must  retain 
freedom  of  choice  for  prescriptions  to  be 
dispensed,  and  I  would  expect  that  both 
the  doctor  and  pharmacist  have  been 
made  aware  of  this  by  their  professional 


bodies,"  she  said.  Pharmacists  in  the  area 
are  concerned  about  the  development  by 
pharmacist  Mrs  Shashi  Gossam,  who  also 
opened  a  pharmacy  in  the  Fulham  health 
centre  in  which  her  husband  is  a  partner. 
And  local  GPs  have  expressed  anxiety. 

Hounslow  Borough  Council  should 
decide  this  week  on  whether  a  change  of 
use,  requiring  planning  permission,  has 
occured  at  the  surgery. 

Shadow  Health  Minister  Frank  Dobson  is 
now  in  Labour's  Shadow  Cabinet  and  likely 
to  get  a  new  job  in  the  reshuffle. 


Chemist  &  Druggist  11  July  1987 


NEWS 


"It  looks  like  it  might  have  had  an  overdose  of  Wimbledon  .  .  ." 


Condom  ads  only 
weeks  away 

Television  advertising  for  condoms 
could  be  only  weeks  away  after  the 
Home  Office  approved  plans  by  the 
Independent  Broadcasting 
Authority  to  lift  restrictions. 

The  IBA  decided  to  lift  its  ban  in 
March  and  published  draft  guidelines  in 
April.  They  have  now  been  approved  by 
the  Home  Office.  Both  major  UK 
distributors,  LRC  and  Warner-Lambert, 
have  said  they  will  be  using  the  broadcast 
media  provided  their  proposals  meet  IBA 
approval. 

"If  TV  advertising  becomes  available 
in  the  UK,  Durex  will  be  on  the  screen," 
Mike  Broadbridge,  LRC's  marketing 
manager,  said  last  week.  "But  a  lot 
depends  on  the  guidelines.  We  don't  want 
to  alienate  current  or  potential  users." 

Warner-Lambert  are  also  in  discussion 
with  the  IBA.  Says  marketing  director 
John  Ball:  "We  hope  the  rules  will  allow  us 
a  reasonable  degree  of  opportunity  to  talk 
about  the  product.  We  would  like  to  put  a 
fairly  aggressive  message  through  on  TV." 

The  IBA's  rules  are  unspecific  on  how 
advertising  may  be  presented.  Adverts 
must  be  "restrained"  and  "in  good  taste" 
and  visual  treatments  may  not  feature  the 
products  unwrapped.  Pack  shots  are 
acceptable  provided  they  do  not  cause 
offence.  Advertising  must  be  socially 
responsible  and  not  promote  promiscuity. 

Commercials  may  not  be  broadcast 
between  7-9am  and  before  9pm  in  the 
evening.  All  advertised  products  must 
conform  to  British  Standard  3704. 

The  IBA  says  it  is  considering  scripts 
from  a  number  of  companies. 


Bai  Lin  action 

Solihull  Trading  Standards 
Authority  are  alleging  an  offence 
under  the  Trade  Descriptions  Act  by 
Slimweight  UK  Ltd,  suppliers  of  Bai 
Lin  tea. 

The  tea  is  marketed  as  a  slimming  aid 
and  complaints  from  members  of  the 
public  to  the  authority  caused  it  to  initiate 
the  case.  Trading  Standards  Authority 
officer  Vmce  Ritter  told  C&D:  "We  have 
taken  expert  evidence  and  believe  there  is 
a  case  to  answer". 

Anne  Turner,  of  solicitors  Mander, 
Hadley  &  Co  in  Coventry  said,  on  behalf 
of  Slimweight,  that  the  case  was  in  its  "very 
early  stages"  and  Slimweight  were  getting 
together  the  information  supporting  their 
claims  for  Bai  Lin. 


Lilly  offer  some 
Opren  settlement 

Lilly  Industries,  the  defendants  in 
the  Opren  case,  have  offered  to 
settle  damage  claims  with  some  of 
the  1 ,500  people  who  allegedly 
suffered  side  effects  after  taking  the 
drug. 

However,  the  company  has  not  given 
details  of  how  many  offers  have  been  made 
or  the  size  of  any  settlement. 

Lilly  managing  director  Richard  Bailey 
said  last  week  that  the  company  was 
reviewing  individual  cases  for  which 
adequate  information  was  available,  even 
though  this  had  not  been  provided  for  over 

A  skilled  public 
could  save  lives 

The  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
says  the  general  public  should  be 
strongly  encouraged  to  learn  basic 
life  support  skills. 

The  RCP  says  that  150,000  people  die 
every  year  in  the  UK  from  coronary  artery 
disease.  Of  those  who  suffer  a  fatal  heart 
attack,  40  per  cent  die  within  an  hour.  The 
College  points  out  that  the  majority  of 
deaths  occur  outside  hospital,  and  90  per 
cent  are  due  to  potentially  reversible 
ventricular  fibrillation. 

The  College  says  that  in  certain  areas 
of  the  USA,  where  a  high  proportion  of  the 
population  is  trained  in  immediate  mouth- 
to-mouth  breathing  and  heart  compression 
until  the  arrival  of  emergency  medical 
personnel,  30  to  40  per  cent  of  patients  are 
discharged  from  hospital  alive  and  well. 
And  the  College  reports  encouraging 
results  from  areas  with  more  widespread 
training  of  the  public  in  basic  skills. 


half  the  Opren  claims. 

"The  offers  were  made  last  week  on  the 
basis  of  medical  evidence  from  which  Lilly 
and  its  medical  legal  advisors  were  able  to 
conclude  payment  should  be  made,"  he 
said.  He  renewed  his  attack  on  the  Opren 
Action  Group,  saying  the  limiting  factor  in 
the  company's  ability  to  reviews  claims 
was  the  continuing  failure  of  the  plaintiffs' 
solicitors  to  respond  to  Lilly's  requests  and 
a  court  order  to  provide  essential  medical 
information. 

The  company's  decision  to  offer 
settlement  in  some  cases  follows  hard  on 
the  heels  of  a  £2m  donation  by  millionaire 
philanthropist  Godfrey  Bradman  to  help 
cover  the  legal  cost  of  people  who  would 
otherwise  have  been  forced  to  withdraw 
their  action. 


In  its  report  "Resuscitation  from 
cardiopulmonary  arrest  —  training  and 
organisation",  the  College  also 
recommends  the  appointment  of 
resuscitation  training  officers. 


Free  movement 

Draft  Regulations  on  free  movement  of 
European  Community  pharmacists 
prevent  pharmacists  qualified  by 
European  diploma  from  being  in  personal 
control  of  pharmacies  in  Great  Britain 
which  have  been  registered  for  less  than 
three  years. 

Coming  into  effect  on  September  28, 
the  Pharmaceutical  Qualifications  (EEC 
Recognition)  Order  1987  (HMSO  £1.30) 
introduces  a  new  section  4A  into  the 
Pharmacy  Act  1954,  giving  pharmacists 
with  defined  qualifications  the  right  to  be 
registered  in  the  UK  and  a  new  section  1A 
lists  the  European  diplomas  giving  right  to 
registration.  There  is  also  a  requirement 
for  satisfactory  knowledge  of  English  for 
those  wishing  to  register.  (See  also  p90). 
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SPECIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


The  first  of  a  new  generation 
of  genetically  engineered  vaccines 
will  shortly  be  available  from 
Smith  Kline  &  French  Laboratories  Limited. 

SKGF 

A  NEW  GENERATION 
OF  PROTECTION 


Smith  Kline  Sfrench  Laboratories  Limited 

A  SMITHKLINE  BECKMAN  COMPANY 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  Hertfordshire  AL7  I EY 
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The  paradox  in 
pharmacy  man 
—  power 

The  number  of  pharmacists  on  the 
Register  will  increase  at  a  rate  of 
500  per  year  over  the  next  five 
years,  while  the  proportion  of 
pharmacists  to  pharmacies  will 
continue  to  decrease,  predicts  the 
Society's  secretary  and  registrar, 
John  Ferguson. 

In  reply  to  a  letter  from  NPA  director 
Tim  Astill  expressing  the  Board's  concern 
at  the  shortage  of  pharmacists,  Mr 
Ferguson  writes:  "...  the  number  of 
pharmacists  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
1986  was  504  more  than  the  corresponding 
figure  m  1985.  According  to  our  current 
forecasts  that  same  sort  of  increase  will 
continue  for  the  next  five  years  if  the  intake 
into  schools  of  pharmacy  is  maintained  at 
present  levels." 

Mr  Ferguson,  commenting  on  the 
increasing  proportion  of  women  on  the 
Register,  refers  to  recently  published  work 
by  Professor  Elworthy  which  casts  doubt 
on  the  validity  of  the  "full  time  equivalent" 
factor  used  to  estimate  the  effect  of  more 
women  pharmacists  in  the  work-force.  The 
Society's  computer  programme  for  work- 
force projections  was  being  "refined"  and 
new  updated  forecasts  would  be  available 
soon,  he  said.  Mr  Ferguson  noted  also  the 
possible  influx  of  pharmacists  into  the  UK 
under  EEC  legislation. 
Parliamentary  matters  The  Social 
Services  Select  Committee  Report  on 
"Problems  relating  to  AIDS"  gives  a 
specific  mention  of  the  role  pharmacists 
can  play  in  health  education,  the  Board 
were  told.  The  relevant  paragraph  (66) 
says:  "Health  care  professionals  have  a 
vital  role  in  health  education  and 
preventative  medicine  as  we  recognised  in 
our  report  on  Primary  Helath  Care.  The 
professional  bodies  have  been  keen  to 
accept  their  role  but  have  warned  of  the 
need  for  training  their  members  .  .  .  The 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
reminded  us  of  the  role  pharmacists  can 
play  in  health  education.  They  have  been 
the  main  outlet  for  the  HEC's  leaflet  called 
"AIDS?  What  everyone  should  know"  ..." 
Pharmacy  Week  This  is  now  scheduled 
for  November  1988  or  lanuary  1989 
following  the  recommendation  of  chief 
executives  from  the  three  participating 
bodies,  the  PSNC,  NPA  and  the  Society. 
Other  recommendations  approved  by  the 
Board  include  that  a  central  working  party 
be  established  with  two  representatives 
from  each  organisation  to  produce  an 
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outline  plan  and  timetable  by  November 
1987.  A  survey  of  pharmacists  would  be 
carried  out  to  ensure  that  the  majority  of 
the  profession  would  support  the  event.  If 
the  survey  results  were  positive  the 
working  party  would  seek  sponsorship. 
Scotland  Bernard  Brown  (Tayside) 
reported  on  a  meeting  of  the  Scottish 
Pharmaceutical  Federation's  Executive 
Council,  which  discussed  the  problems 
faced  by  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade 
Association  in  persuading  manufacturers 
to  enforce  RPM  in  Scotland. 
Re-Solv  support  The  NPA  is  to  renew  its 
subscription  to  this  charity  in  supporting 
its  work  against  solvent  abuse. 
Ostomy  advertisements  The  Board  is  to 
write  to  manufacturers  of  ostomy 
equipment  concerning  advertisements 
appearing  in  the  Journal  of  the  Ileostomy 
Association.  Some  of  these  appear  to  offer 
inducements  to  ostomists  if  they  send  their 
scripts  direct  to  the  manufacturers.  The 
Board  will  point  out  that  such  offers  are 
contrary  to  the  NHS  Terms  of  Contract, 
but  it  was  noted  that  manufacturers  could 
balance  the  effect  of  such  offers  by  making 
free  handbooks,  disposal  envelopes  etc 
available  to  pharmacy  contractors 
dispensing  scripts  for  ostomy  equipment. 
Business  aids  Maximum  and  minimum 
thermometers  for  dispensary  refrigerators 
are  now  available  from  the  department. 


"Barn  storm'  in 
Bicester 

A  former  barn  in  Bicester, 
Oxfordshire,  will  open  as  a 
pharmacy  in  September  subject  to 
special  permission  from  the 
Department  of  the  Environment. 

The  barn,  described  as  "old  and 
dilapidated"  is  a  listed  building,  and 
applicants  for  the  new  pharmacy, 
Westlake  Ltd  of  Oxford,  need  DOE 
approval  before  going  ahead  with  any 
conversions.  Work  to  clear  the  site  has 
begun  and  Westlake  chairman  Tony  Paine 
says  his  company  is  confident  that  the  go- 
ahead  to  begin  work  on  the  barn  itself  will 
be  given. 

Plans  to  open  the  new  pharmacy  close 
to  Bicester  Health  Centre  have  met  with 
some  opposition  from  Bicester  Town 
Councillors,  local  doctors,  and  four 
pharmacies  in  the  town  centre.  The 
application  was  made  under  the  old 
contract  regulations  but  Mr  Paine  says  the 
company  would  be  happy  to  reapply 
under  the  new  regulations  as  the 
pharmacy  will  be  serving  a  housing  estate 
and  a  home  for  the  mentally-handicapped 
which  do  not  have  easy  access  to  a 
pharmacy. 


A  rare  picture  of  the  Rural  Dispensing  Committee,  deputies  and  all,  at  a  dinner  marking 
the  retirement  of  its  first  chairman,  Sir  Alan  Marre.  Readers  may  be  able  to  pick  out  some 
familiar  faces  on  the  back  row,  while  sitting  (left  to  right)  are  Dr  Michael  Wilson, 
chairman,  General  Medical  Services  Committee,  RDC  vice-chairman  Geoffrey  Waterer, 
Mrs  M.  Tudor,  full-time  lay  member,  Sir  Alan  Marre,  Lady  Marre  and  Pharmaceutical 
Society  president  Bernard  Silverman.  In  a  speech  at  the  dinner,  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiatmg  Committee  vice-chairman  David  Coleman  (standing,  second  left)  praised  Sir 
Alan's  work  as  chairman  which  enabled  the  committee  to  deal  with  cases  in  a  serious  and 
co-operative  way.  "What  to  some  people  may  have  been  an  interesting  legal  point,  to  you 
were  real  problems,  for  real  patients,  for  real  pharmacists  and  for  real  doctors.  Your 
ability  to  see  through  the  irrelevant  was  invaluable,"  he  said 


—NEWS™        TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS^ 

By  Xrayser 


Hi-tech:  no  help 
to  the  aged!  


Three  into  one 
will  go  . . . 

While  pharmacies-cum-Post  Offices 
are  nothing  new,  a  pharmacy-cum- 
Post  Office-cum  hardware  store  is 
somewhat  unusual.  But  that  is 
exactly  what  residents  on  a 
Guildford  estate  are  now  using  as 
the  source  of  their  medicines. 

Needsuper  Ltd,  trading  as  Parkware 
Dispensing  Chemist,  shares  premises  on 
the  Park  Bank  Estate,  with  a  sub-Post 
Office  and  a  general  store  stocking 
hardware  and  gardening  requisites,  wool 
and  pet  food,  among  other  things.  The 
nearest  pharmacy  is  1.2  miles  away. 

The  pharmacy  is  the  latest  addition  to 
the  shop,  and  opened  a  couple  of  months 
ago.  Pharmacist  Nilesh  Nathwani  says  that 
the  estate  has  some  5,000  people,  who  had 
expressed  a  desire  for  a  pharmacy  three 
years  ago.  He  says  the  general  store 
element  is  important  to  the  customers. 
'The  people  wanted  a  pharmacy,  and  the 
doctors  over  the  road  are  looking  to 
expand  their  surgery.  But  the  people  were 
concerned  that  if  we  opened  a  pharmacy 
the  hardware  would  go." 

Mr  Nathwani  says  that  the  Post  Office  is 
becoming  more  popular,  as  motorists 
realise  that  they  can  get  their  road  tax 
there  instead  of  having  to  queue  in  the 
town.  "And  of  course  we  are  doing  well 
with  the  hardware  and  gardening 
equipment,  of  which  we  keep  small  packs 
of  most  things,  at  this  time  of  the  year." 

Mr  Nathwani  says  that  while  he  beat 
the  new  contract  deadline,  his  application 
still  took  longer  than  expected.  "The  FPC 
had  to  decide  whether  the  area  was  urban 
or  rural." 


PL(PI)  update 

The  following  PL(PI)s  have  been  notified 
to  C&D  since  last  year's  Parallel 
Importing  feature. 

Delandale  Laboratories  Ltd 

PL/0357/0028    Priadel200  Lithium  carbonate  Ph 

Eur  200mg 

Global  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 

PL/0576/0036     Voltarene  Alp  Retard    Diclofenac  sodium 
lOOmg 

Grange  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 

PL/361 1/0107    Bolvidon  30mg  Mianserin  HCL  30mg 

Munro  Wholesale  Medical  Supplies  Ltd 

PL/3245/0150     Zaditen  Ketotilen  hydrogen 

fumarate  1  38mg 
ketotiien  lmg 

60 


Not  for  the  first  time  I  have  had  a  special 
request.  This  time  from  a  lady  whose 
glaucoma  requires  the  use  of  three 
different  forms  of  eye  drops.  "I  don't  want 
any  more  of  them  new  technology  ones," 
she  said,  "I  want  them  old-fashioned 
dropper  bottles  with  the  soft  rubber  tops  so 
I  can  squeeze  them  out." 

I've  been  getting  this  request  for  years 
now.  Often  it  takes  the  form  of  the  patient 
asking  for  a  named  brand  of  say, 
pilocarpine,  because  the  last  time  they  had 
them  with  a  particular  maker's  name,  the 
container  may  have  had  softer  sides  than 
usual  and  was  easier  to  use.  The  snag  is  the 
plastic  squeeze  containers  all  appear  to  be 
from  the  same  manufacturer,  with 
individual  wall  thickness  variations 
making  minor  differences  in  the  pressure 
needed  to  get  drops  from  them. 

But  explanations,  however  true,  do 
nothing  for  an  80-year-old  with  failing 
eyesight  and  real  difficulty  in 
manipulation. 

It  doesn't  matter  whether  they  have 
arthritis  or  are  just  weak  or  cack-handed, 
many  people  cannot  use  these  sleek  plastic 
squeezees  satisfactorily.  I  think  it's  about 
time  we  as  a  profession  —  and  IH  spell  this 
out,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  —  should 
tell  suppliers  to  improve  the  product  to 
meet  with  our  requirements,  since  it  is  we 
who  have  to  give  our  patients  a  product 
which  is  elegant  and  easy  to  use. 

Stirring  into 
action  . .  .  

How  us  Members  of  Society  must  grind  our 
little  "toofy  pegs"  at  the  lovely  publicity 
C&D  gave  Ashwm  Tanna  last  week.  But 
they  need  not  get  up-tight  about  it.  Just 
take  note  of  what  was  said  and  realise  how 
truly  the  man  reflects  what  the  bulk  of  what 
community  pharmacists  think. 

So  far  as  I'm  concerned  his  views  are 
my  views,  with  the  marked  difference  that 
he  had  the  gumption  to  pay  the  price  and 
stand  for  election,  while  I  choose  to  talk  to 
you  weekly,  and  have  to  hide  under  my 
bushel. 

But  on  what  he  has  done  so  far,  he 
needn't  worry  about  his  vote.  If  he  is 
willing  to  stand  again  that  is!  In  the 
meantime,  I  look  forward  to  his  stirring  the 
PSGB  executive  into  action  over  the  long- 
lgnored  scandal  of  unsupervised  doctor 
dispensing.  Since  the  Society  is 
responsible  for  the  supervision  of 


dispensing,  it  is  my  view  —  despite  a 
certain  judgment  —  that  they  have  an 
obligation  to  ensure  there  really  is 
qualified  supervision,  and  that  the  ruling 
which  in  effect  suggested  that:  "The 
acceptance  of  responsibility  for  what  was 
done  in  a  dispensary  ...  in  the  absence  of 
a  qualified  doctor  ...  (or  pharmacist?), 
was  sufficient,"  is  not  an  unfortunate  fact  of 
law,  but  a  fundamental  error  of 
interpretation.  This  must  be  challenged 
again  via  the  courts,  by  the  enforcing 
body,  ie  PSGB.  Why  this  was  not  done 
years  ago,  immediately  after  the  judgment, 
is  beyond  me,  but  indicates  depths  of 
compliance  which  may  at  last  be 
shattered,  if  our  new  voices  have  their 
say . . . 

Thanks  a  bundle 

I'm  getting  to  the  stage  where,  when  a 
bundle  of  scripts  returned  for  elucidation 
arrives,  I  stand  in  a  corner  clutching  it  in 
one  hand  and  crying  in  a  loud  voice 
"Unclean  .  .  .  unclean".  My  reasoning  is 
that  they  must  be,  since  so  far  as  I  can  see, 
although  each  form  returned  normally 
contains  but  one  item  for  clarification,  not 
one  of  the  other  items,  which  were 
dispensed  without  query,  are  paid  for. 

Last  month,  for  example,  I  had,  say,  13 
forms  back,  which  happened  to  include 
several  multiple  item  scripts:  in  all  49  items 
of  a  total  estimated  value  of  over  £350.  The 
referred  item  cost  only  £56.  So  in  addition 
to  not  getting  my  VAT  payments  for  two 
months,  I  am  also  penalised  a  further  £300. 
When  I  send  them  in  111  have  to  wait  a 
further  two  months,  making  at  least  a  five 
months'  hold  on  my  money  for  no 
justifiable  reason.  Come  on  PSNC,  kick  up 
a  fuss.  It  ain't  reasonable! 

Condemnation 
for  Branson  

Richard  Branson,  plainly  not  a  virgin, 
wants  everyone  to  distribute  condoms  for 
no  profit,  so  as  to  encourage  near  free,  safe 
sex  for  all  who  want  it.  I  wouldn't  want  to 
labour  the  point,  but  I  think  it  will  be  a 
flop. 

The  reality  underlying  any  distribution 
of  any  product  is  that  the  costs  should  be 
recovered.  And  costs  include  labour  and 
overheads,  and  thus  require  an  added 
value  component,  which,  surprise, 
surprise,  masquerades  under  the  name  of 
"profit". 

Condoms  are  not  expensive  now  —  a 
matter  of  pence.  Which  when  compared 
with  any  other  leisure  or  pleasure 
equipment  is  as  nothing  .  .  . 
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PHARMACY  TRAINING  SEMINAR 

co-sponsored  by 


JANSSEN 

PHARMACY  DIVISION 


ANTI-FUNGALS 


This  is  the  second  of  a  Chemist  &  Druggist 
initiated  series  of  training  seminars  for 
pharmacists  and  their  assistants.  The 
seminar  subjects  are  selected  to  help  them 
better  serve  the  community  through  their 
pharmacy.  The  seminars  are  run  and 
sponsored  jointly  with  companies  who  have 
a  particular  expertise  in  the  chosen  subjects. 
They  are  small,  "one-off"  invitation-only 
events  held,  for  convenience,  in  or  around 
London.  The  content  is  subject  to  strict 


editorial  control  and  is  "generic"  to  the 
training  area,  and  published  simultaneously 
in  Chemist  &  Druggist  (re-prints  available 
from  sponsors  or  this  office).  The  Editor  is 
open  to  suggestions  on  how  C&D  can  meet 
particular  training  needs  through  these 
seminars  or  a  further  series  in  addition  to  our 
regular  technical  and  business  features 
Selling  m/Selling  out,  Pharmacy 
Economics,  Topics  in  Treatment,  OTC 
Update  and  Clinical  Pharmacy. 


Fungus  -  friend  or  foe? 


Fungi  are  organisms  of  plant  origin  which 
reproduce  by  sporing  and  which  are 
widespread  m  nature.  Some  reside  in  the  soil 
like  mushrooms  or  toadstools  (geophilic); 
others,  the  yeasts,  may  colonise  bread  or 
occur  as  moulds  on  jam  and  other  organic 
substances.  Fungi  are  also  present  in 
animals  (zoophilia)  or  in  man 
(anthropophilic)  as  harmless  gut 
commensals  or  as  pathogenic  organisms 
which  cause  infections  or  diseases  known  as 
mycoses.  Not  all  fungi  are  sinister  —  yeasts 
are  used  in  the  production  of  beer,  wine  and 
cheese. 

A  variety  of  fungi  cause  infections  in 
man.  Notable  are  the  dermatophytes  and 
Candida  species  (especially  C. albicans) 
which  are  yeasts.  Dermatophyte  fungi  cause 
ringworm  (tinea)  infection.  Fungal 
infections  due  to  Candida  are  known  as 
candidosis,  moniliasis,  candidiasis;  or,  more 
commonly,  thrush. 

Common  sites  of  infection 

The  majority  of  fungal  infections  in  this 
country  affect  keratin-containing  tissues 
such  as  skin,  hair  and  nails  and  also  mucosal 
surfaces  of  the  mouth  or  vagina.  Both 
Candida  and  dermatophyte  fungi 
commonly  attack  body  areas  where  a  warm 
and  moist,  occluded  environment  might  be 
expected.  So  the  groin,  ario-genital  region, 
armpits,  sub-mammary  area,  between 
fingers  and  toes  and  the  mouth  are  common 
sites  of  infection. 

Generally,  infections  are  known 
according  to  the  body  area  affected. 
Candidosis  usually  occurs  in  the  mouth  (oral 
thrush;  candidal  denture  stomatitis),  vagina 


In  these  two  articles,  Dr  Richard 
Taylor,  MPS,  College  of 
Pharmacy  Practice  research 
fellow,,  Aston  University,  looks 
at  the  nature  of  fungal 
infections,  and  what  pharmacy 
has  to  offer  OTC  for  their 
treatment. 


(candidal  vaginitis)  and  vulva.  Ringworm 
fungal  infections  are  common  on  the  foot 
(Tinea  pedis),  trunk  (Tinea  corporis);  scalp 
(T.  capitis),  beard  (T.  barbae)  or  in  the 
genital  region  of  males  in  particular  (T. 
cruris).  Secondary  infection  with 
dermatophytes  or  Candida  may  occur  and 
bacterial  invasion  of  fungal  skin  lesions  is 
common.  A  number  of  causative  species 
may  be  responsible  such  as  Trichophyton 
ruhrum,  Trichophyton  mentagrophytes, 
Epidermophyton  Ooccosum  or  Candida  and 
a  particular  species  may  not  be  peculiar  to 
one  site. 

Fungal  infections  due  to  Candida  can  be 
frequently  endogenous  as  in  oral  and 
vaginal  thrush. They  can  be  the  result  of 
cross-infection  from  domestic  or  farm 
animals  as  scalp,  beard  and  body  ringworm, 
obtained  by  contact  with  infected 
individuals  (eg  vaginal  candidosis  from  a 
male  sexual  partner)  or  through  cross- 
contamination  as  with  scalp  ringworm  in 
children,  or  by  indirect  exposure  to  infected 
tissue  as  with  athlete's  foot. 

Certain  conditions  predispose  to  fungal 


infection.  Candidosis  may  occur  following 
prolonged  use  of  broad  spectrum  antibiotics 
such  as  tetracyclines,  ampicillin  and 
cephalosporin  or  with  metronidazole. 
Cytotoxic  drugs,  oral  contraceptives 
perhaps,  and  treatments  compromising  the 
immune  system  (eg.  corticosteroid  therapy) 
can  precipitate  Candida  infection.  Candida 
also  affects  individuals  weakened  by 
malnutrition,  diabetes  and  may  occur  in 
pregnancy. 

Other  factors  contributing  to  Tinea  or 
Candida  infection  are  poor  hygiene  or  the 
wearing  of  occlusive  clothing  or  footwear 
which  provides  a  warm  and  moist 
environment  ideally  suited  to  fungal  growth. 
Irritation  or  harsh  treatment  of  tissues  can 
increase  vulnerability  to  infection.  Poorly 
fitting  dentures  and  exposure  of  nails  to 
detergents  or  through  nail  biting  can  render 
an  individual  vulnerable  to  candidal 
stomatitis  or  nail  mycoses  respectively. 

So  occupations  such  as  miners, 
bartenders,  dishwashers,  and  sports 
enthusiasts  are  at  risk  to  Tinea  infection  of 
the  foot  or  hand  and  nails.  The  elderly  are 
vulnerable  to  denture  stomatitis,  pregnant 
women  to  vaginal  thrush  and  infants  to  oral 
thrush.  Ringworm  of  the  beard  is  possible  in 
farmers  and  vets  and  children  are  prone  to 
ringworm  infection  of  the  scalp. 

OTC  anti-fungal  drugs 

A  large  number  of  OTC  preparations  are 
available  to  treat  fungal  infections.  These 
range  from  imidazoles  such  as  clotrimazole, 
econazole  and  miconazole  to  undecenoic 
acid  or  its  derivatives. 

These  compounds  are  available  in  a 


variety  of  strengths  and  dose  forms 
depending  on  their  intended  use.  Creams 
and  dusting  powders  or  liquid  or  powder 
sprays  for  the  skin  and  preparations 
intended  for  use  in  the  mouth  as  oral  gels. 

Antifungal  drugs  do  not  all  possess  the 
same  profile  of  activity.  Some  are  active 
predominantly  or  exclusively  against 
dermatophytes  (eg  tolnaftate,  undecenoates, 
benzoic  acid)  with  no  effect  on  other  fungal 
species. 


Others,  particularly  imidazoles,  have  a 
broad  spectrum  of  anti-fungal  activity 
against  a  wide  range  of  fungi  and  yeasts 
including  Tinea  and  Candida. 

Miconazole  is  active  against  several 
gram-positive  bacteria  while  others  are  more 
limited  in  their  action  (eg  crystal  violet)  or 
devoid  of  anti-bacterial  activity  (eg 
tolnaftate). 

Although  drugs  are  termed  antifungal 
some  of   them   suppress  growth  and 


Fungal  infections 
and  the  pharmacy 


A  number  of  conditions  resulting  from  or 
associated  with  fungal  infection  are  routinely 
presented  in  the  pharmacy.  Athlete's  foot, 
dhobie  itch,  feminine  itching,  oral  thrush 
and  nappy  rash  are  all  problems  for  which 
advice  is  sought.  The  following  section 
describes  each  of  these  in  more  detail  to  aid 
identification,  highlight  causative  factors, 
and  provide  insights  into  treatment  and 
management. 

Athlete's  foot  

This  may  simply  be  the  result  of  excessive 
sweating  (hyperhydrosis)  which  produces 
maceration.  Alternatively,  athlete's  foot  may 


be  associated  with  ringworm  infection 
(Tinea  pedis).  The  fungi  most  responsible 
are  dermatophytes.  Adults,  and  particularly 
men,  are  more  prone  to  infection  than  are 
children. 

Athlete's  foot  may  be  recognised  by 
cracking  and  peeling  skin  between  the 
fourth  and  fifth  toes  with  associated 
inflammation,  occurrence  of  fissures,  areas 
of  white  dead  skin  and  moist  watery 
blistering  of  the  skin  with  concomitant 
troublesome  itching.  Feet  may  be  foul 
smelling  due  to  bacterial  colonisation. 

T.  Pedis  may  spread  to  the  soles  and 
sides  of  the  foot  and  may  even  involve  toe 
nails  which  thicken  and  appear  "moth- 
eaten"  or  have  white  superficial  flecks  at  the 
margin.    A    dark    brown    to  green 


colounsation  of  the  nail  can  be  indicative  of 
Candida  infection.  Eczema  or  psoriasis  may 
be  confused  with  this  condition  but  usually 
involve  the  top  of  toes  or  do  not  affect  the 
interdigital  spaces  at  all. 

Athlete's  foot  is  acquired  in  the  main  by 
contact  with  contaminated  material. 
Infection  from  floors  or  by  using  towels  or 
socks  containing  organisms  shed  from  an 
infected  foot  are  common  sources  of 
infection.  Consequently,  communal 
showering  or  changing  facilities  are  places 
where  acquisition  and  spread  of  infection  is 
rife. 

Athlete's  foot  is  exacerbated  by 
situations  which  provide  an  attractive  warm 
environment  for  fungal  growth  and  so  is 
more  prevalent  in  summer  months.  Heavy 
occlusive  footwear  or  tightly  fitting  shoes 
and  nylon  socks  are  not  advised. 

Phobieitch  

Tinea  cruris,  or  dhobie  itch,  is,  like  athlete's 
foot,  caused  by  ringworm  infestation. 
Dhobie  itch  is  more  common  in  men  than 
women  due  to  anatomical  differences,  a 
difference  in  the  tendency  to  perspire  and 
for  reasons  of  clothing,  all  of  which  foster  a 
moist  environment. 


proliferation  of  fungi  by  acting  as  fungistatic 
agents  (eg.  benzoic  acid);  others  are 
fungicides  and  actively  kill  fungi  (eg. 
miconazole,  tolnaftate). 

Antifungal  drugs  also  differ  in  their 
potency  of  action.  Miconazole,  for  example, 
is  a  potent  fungicide  while  the  undecenoates 
and  tolnaftate  are  weaker  in  their  anti-fungal 
action.  Tolnaftate  is  only  active  against 
growing  cells  so  long  term  use  is  essential  to 
ensure  all  viable  cells  have  been  eradicated. 


The  condition  mainly  affects  the  groin 
and  manifests  as  a  typical  ring-like 
erythematous  scaly  rash  having  a  distinct 
raised  border  of  small  pustules  with  some 
healing  in  the  centre.  Itching  may  be 
intense.  The  rash  may  spread  to  the  perianal 
area  or  buttocks  and  even  to  the  trunk.  The 
symptoms  can  be  mistaken  for  other 
infections  of  the  groin;  but  Candida  is  less 
common  and  can  be  identified  by  small 
white  "satellite"  pustules  outside  the  rash 
border,  while  in  erythrasma  itching  is 
minimal  and  the  edge  of  the  rash  not 
defined. 


Oral  thrush 


Fungal  infection  of  the  mouth  caused  by 
Candida  is  known  as  candidal  stomatitis  or 
more  commonly  oral  thrush.  Infants 
particularly,  and  the  elderly,  are  prone  to 
such  infections.  However,  as  with  all 
Candida  infection,  other  factors  can  render 
individuals  of  all  ages  more  vulnerable. 
Recent  respiratory  tract  infections,  ill- 
health,  drug  abuse,  stress,  smoking  and 
treatment  with  anti-cancer  or  antibiotic 
drugs  can  increase  the  likelihood  of 
infection.  Signs  of  oral  thrush  are  scattered 
white  deposits  in  the  mouth  and  on  the 
tongue  giving  a  white  coated  "curdled  milk 
appearance"  with  associated  soreness, 
burning  sensation  on  eating,  dry  mouth  or 
alteration  or  loss  of  taste.  A  smooth  fiery  red 
mucosa  often  occurs  where  dentures  contact 
the  gums. 


"Feminine"  itching 
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Pruritus  and/or  vaginal  discharge  can  be  a 
feature  of  non-specific  vaginitis  or  may 
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Table  1  Conditions  that  might  be  confused  with  common  fungal 
infections 


Suspected 
problem 


Possible 
alternatives 


Distinguishing 
features 


Athlete's  foot 


allergic 

contact  dermatitis 
(eczema) 
psoriasis 1 


other  parts  of  foot  affected 

medial  toe  spaces  rather  than  4th  and  5th 

occurrence  elsewhere  (eg.  hands,  elbows 
and  knees) 


Dhobie  itch 


bacterial 
intertrigo 1 
erythrasma  1 


crusty  vesicles  exuding  pus 

minimal  itching 
rash  border  not  distinct 


contact  allergy 
Candida  infection  — 

rash  matches  outline  of  suspected  causative 
material  (eg.  underwear,  elastic) 
satellite  pustules  outside  rash  border 

"Feminine"  itching 
due  to  Candida  * 

non-specific 

vaginitis 

trichomonal 

discharge  may  not  be  white 

discomfort  worse  during  or  after 
menstruation 

Oral  thrush' 

lichen  planus 

white  striations  (not  patches)  on  lining  of 
mouth 

Denture  stomatitis  ' 

ulcerative  stomatitis — 

sudden  onset  and  bleeding  gums 

Nappy  rash 
with  Candida 3 

infantile 
seborrhoeic 
dermatitis ' 

atopic  dermatitis  — 

haphazard  rash  distribution 
no  peripheral  pustules 

other  parts  of  body  affected 

(eg.  elbows,  knees) 
family  history  of  allergic  asthma  or  hay  fever 


'  refer  io  doctor 

1  treat  itching;  refer  for  further  treatment 

3  refer  if  severe,  if  protracted  or  recurrent  and  if  newborn,  child  or  elderly  patient 


indicate  Trichomonas  or  Candida  infection. 
Most  cases  of  vaginal  thrush  are  due  to 
endogenous  organisms  although  the 
infection  can  be  acguired  from  the  male 
partner  with  an  infected  penis  (candidal 
balanitis).  Most  women  are  resistant  to 
infection  due  to  the  acidic  pH  in  the  vagina. 

A  number  of  factors  can  enhance  the 
likelihood  of  infection  including  general  ill- 
health,  iron  deficiency,  as  well  as  careless 
toilet  hygiene,  inappropriate  choice  of 
underwear,  recent  antibiotic  therapy,  and 
perhaps  the  use  of  oral  contraceptives  or 
steroids.  About  one  in  six  pregnant  women 
have  been  reported  to  suffer  from  thrush. 
Itching  is  aggravated  by  urination,  sexual 
intercourse  or  warmth  (eg  after  bathing).  A 
thick  and  creamy  white  vaginal  discharge, 
rash  and  dysuria  may  occur  without 
increased  frequency  of  micturition.  The 
appearance  of  the  discharge  and  an  odour 
may  indicate  Candida  but  confirmation  of 
infective  organism  necessitates  microscopic 
examination. 

Nappy  rash  (Napkin 
dermatitis) 

Nappy  rash  occurs  in  the  majority  of  babies 
as  a  result  of  the  contact  of  urine  and  faeces 
with  the  skin.  The  incidence  appears 
greatest  between  nine  and  12  months,  often 
coinciding  with  a  change  from  breast 
feeding  to  formula  foods.  A  further  factor 
may  be  that  after  12  months  babies  urinate 
less  and  there  is  decreased  frequency  of 
bowel  movements. 


Nappy  rash  may  be  recognised  as  an 
acute  erythematous  flare  of  the  buttocks 
originating  in  the  ano-genital  region.  If 
untreated  the  rash  can  spread  to  cover  the 
bottom,  and  many  will  become  infected  by 
Candida  which  imparts  a  bright  red  sheen  to 
the  rash  with  "satellite"  lesions  around  the 
periphery.  Concurrent  oral  Candida 
infection  may  occur.  Allergic  contact 
dermatitis  can  usually  be  distinguished  since 


the  rash  will  mimic  the  area  of  the  suspected 
causative  material  such  as  the  line  of  baby 
pants  or  nappy  elastic. 

Fungal  infection 

...  or  something  else? 

A  number  of  skin  conditions  including 
dermatitis  (eczema)  and  psoriasis  may 
resemble  and  can  be  mistaken  for  fungal 
infection.  Hydrocortisone  is  now  available 
for  topical  treatment  of  certain  forms  of 
dermatitis  but  is  specifically  contra- 
indicated  for  all  infections  including 
athlete's  foot.  Generally  speaking,  the 
location  and  nature  of  a  rash  are  good 
pointers  to  recognition.  Tinea  rashes  usually 
have  well  defined  edges,  often  appear  on  a 
limb,  on  the  trunk,  in  the  groin,  or  between 
toes  as  a  single  circular  patch  with  a  degree 
of  central  clearing. 

Candidal  skin  infection  affects  similar 
areas  and  show  as  a  uniform  red,  scaly  rash 
with  a  "sheen"  and  "satellite"  pustules  may 
be  seen.  Other  conditions  that  may  be 
confused  with  common  fungal  infections  are 
given  m  Table  1. 


Table  2  Advice  on  preventive  and  mitigating  measures 

Athletes  foot  and     1 .  Advise  cotton  undergarments  and  socks 
dhobie  itch  2.  Advise  against  heavy  shoes,  leather  is  preferable  to  rubber  or 

plastic. 

3.  Advise  use  of  personal  towel 

4.  Cover  feet  around  house 

5.  Thorough  drying  of  infected  area  after  washing 

6.  Occasional  use  of  dusting  powders 

"Feminine"  itching  1 .  Advise  cotton  undergarments 
2.  Treat  partner 

Nappy  rash  1.  Leave  skin  uncovered 

2.  Use  of  barrier  cream  or  simple  preparations  if  not  infected 

3.  Frequent  change  of  soiled  nappies 
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Guidelines  to  antifungals  OTC 


Imidazole  creams  are  the  best  OTC  treatment  for  athlete's  foot  and  dhobie  itch. 

Imidazole  creams  are  useful  for  pruritus  associated  with  vulvitis,  vaginal  thrush  and  in 
minor  cases  of  nappy  rash  when  fungal  infection  is  suspected. 

Miconazole  gel  is  an  effective  P  medicine  for  minor  uncomplicated  oral  problems  in 
children  and  adults.  Antiseptic  gels,  mouthwashes  or  sprays  are  useful 
in  general  oral  hygiene. 

OTC  hydrocortisone  should  not  be  used  in  athlete's  foot,  for  dhobie  itch  or  infected 
nappy  rash,  for  pruritus  associated  with  vaginal  problems  or  on  broken  or  infected  skin. 


Pharmacy  management  of 
minor  fungal  infections 

Most  common  fungal  infections  presented  in 
the  pharmacy  can  be  treated  effectively  with 
topical  imidazoles,  such  as  clotrimazole 
econazole  or  miconazole.  Miconazole  has 
been  especially  packaged  for  OTC  use  and 
is  available  as  a  cream,  powder  talc  or  spray 
powder  for  topical  use.  There  is  also  an  oral 
gel  available  for  oral  thrush. 

So  athlete's  foot,  dhobie  itch,  feminine 
itching  associated  with  candidal  invasion, 
uncomplicated  oral  thrush  and  fungal 
infection  in  nappy  rash  all  respond  to  topical 
or  local  application. 

However,  care  should  be  taken  to 
eliminate  other  conditions  which  might 
require  medical  referral. 

In  addition  to  drug  treatment,  advice 
aimed  at  preventing  or  minimising  infection 
should  be  given  (see  Table  2). 

Imidazoles  are  potent  and  very  effective. 
They  kill  rather  than  prevent  fungal 
proliferation  and  are  universal  in  their 
application.  They  are  cosmetically 
acceptable  and  easy  to  apply  though  they 
are  more  expensive  than  older  preparations. 


EFFECTIVE  PHARMACY  HEALTH 
CARE  OF  SUPERFICIAL  FUNGAL 
NFECTIONSB^BWITH  DAKTARIN 

I  (miconazole) 


VDER  POWDER 


ied'icated  talc  for 

UNGAL  INFECTIONS 


Further  information  is  available  on  request  from  Janssen  Pharmaceutical  Ltd, 

Grove,  Wantage,  Oxon  0X1 2  ODG 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Crookes  push 
Nurofen  for  £3m 


Opiate  analgesics 
from  CP  

CP  Pharmaceuticals  have  added 
injectable  analgesics  to  their  range  of 
generics. 

Morphine  sulphate  injection  BP  is 
available  in  lOmg  in  1ml  (10  £3.48)  15mg 
in  1ml  (10  £3.60)  and  30mg  in  1ml  (10 
£3.92)  strengths;  pethidine  injection  BP  is 
available  in  50mg  in  1ml  (10  £1.33)  and 
lOOmg  in  2ml  (10  £1.44)  strengths; 
papaveretum  injection  BPC  comes  in 
lOmg  in  1ml  (10  £2.44)  and  20mg  in  1ml 
(10  £2.68)  strengths;  papaveretum  BPC 
20mg  and  hyoscine  hydrobromide  BP  400 
micrograms  in  1ml  injection  (10  £3,  all 
prices  trade)  completes  the  line  up.  CP 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Red  Willow  Road, 
Wrexham  Industrial  Estate,  Wrexham, 
Clwyd  LL13  9PX. 

Shingles  pack 
for  Zovirax  

Wellcome  are  introducing  a  Zovirax  7-day 
shingles  treatment  pack  to  replace  the 


Ltd,  PO  Box  94,  1  Thane  Road  West, 
Nottingham  NG2  3AA . 


Back  to  Atlas 

Atlas  Pharmaceutical  are  launching  Atlas 
back  cream,  containing  squalane  3  per 
cent,  triclosan  0.075  per  cent  and  allantom 
0.25  per  cent. 

The  company  says  the  cream  can  be 
used  to  protect  the  skin,  as  a  massage 
cream  or  as  a  moisturiser,  with  application 
every  four  to  six  hours.  Atlas  back  cream 
is  imported  from  Belgium,  and  is  available 
in  two  sizes  —  100ml  (£2.74)  and  250ml 
(£6.05). 

Atlas  Medical  have  withdrawn  Atlas 
Dermalex  cream.  Atlas  Pharmaceutical 
Co  Ltd,  20  Abercorn  Place,  London  NW8 
9XP. 


current  701-1  tablet  pack. 

The  new  pack  contains  seven  blister 
strips  of  10  400mg  Zovirax  tablets,  each 
representing  a  day's  therapy  (two  tablets 
five  times  a  day).  The  tablets  are  packed  in 
pairs  as  an  aid  to  compliance  and  the 
blister  strip  gives  guidance  on  the  correct 
time  of  day  for  taking  the  treatment.  The 
new  packs  will  be  phased  in  as  stocks  of 
the  old  pack  become  exhausted,  say  The 
Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  Crewe  Hall, 
Crewe,  Cheshire  CW1 1UB. 

Ampicillin  injections  are  the  latest 
addition  to  the  generics  range  of  Rorer 
Pharmaceuticals'  Berk  Generics  Division. 
The  injections  are  available  in  two 
strengths  —  250mg  (10  £3.34)  and  500mg 
(10  £6.68  both  prices  trade).  Rorer 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  St  Leonards  House, 
St  Leonards  Road,  Eastbourne,  East 
Sussex  BN213YG. 

Normacol  standard  is  now  called 
Normacol  Plus  and  is  available  on  FP10, 
say  suppliers  Norgine.  Normacol  standard 
was  "blacklisted"  in  April  1985. 

Formulations  and  price  for  the  product 
are  unchanged,  and  the  new  name  is 
flashed  on  pack,  say  Norgine  Ltd,  116 
London  Road,  Headmgton,  Oxlord  OX3 
9BA. 


A  new  freedom 
for  Sanatogen 

Sanatogen  have  reformulated  their  range 
of  multi-  and  single-vitamins  to  remove 
artificial  colours,  flavours,  preservatives, 
and  sugar,  and  to  provide  the 
recommended  daily  allowance  for  each 
vitamin. 

Vitamins  B6,  B12,  and  folic  acid  are 
also  included  in  multivitamins  and 
multivitamins  plus  iron.  The  packs  are 
flashed  "Free  from  .  .  ."and  a  new  in- 
pack  leaflet  explains  the  reformulation  to 
the  consumer  and  introduces  them  to  the 
Sanatogen  Vitamin  Library.  Four  free 
colour  booklets  are  being  offered  on 
vitamins  and  their  role  in  healthy  living. 
Fisons  PLC  Pharmaceutical  Division,  12 
Derby  Road,  Loughborough,  Leics. 


Off  the  cuff  BP 

Omron  Terminals,  a  subsidiary  of  the 
Japanese  Omron  Tateisi,  are  introducing  a 
range  of  blood  pressure  monitors  to  the 
UK  through  major  Boots  branches.  The 
three  monitors  all  use  new  electronic 
oscillometric  measurement  which  does  not 
rely  on  microphones. 

The  HEM-400C  (£69.95)  consists  of  a 
cuff  and  inflation  bulb  attached  to  the 
blood  pressure  monitor.  When  the  unit  has 
deflated  after  measurement,  detecting 
both  systolic  and  diastolic  levels,  these  are 
displayed  alternately,  with  a  pulse  reading 
on  the  monitor. 

The  HEM-700C  (£99.95)  replaces  the 
hand  pumping  of  the  cuff  with  an 
automatic  inflating  to  one  of  four  pre-set 
levels.  This  unit  is  also  able  to  average 
successive  readings. 

At  the  top  of  the  range,  the 
HEM-700CP  (£149.95)  does  not  have  the 
averaging  feature,  but  it  has  a  time  clock 
and  printer  for  recording  readings. 
Omron  Terminals  (UK)  Ltd,  58-62 
Coombe  Road,  New  Maiden,  Surrey. 

Winpharm  are  introducing  Solpademe 
capsules  in  packs  of  12  (£0.95)  and  24 
£1.75).  Winpharm,  1  Onslow  Street, 
Guildford,  Surrey  GUI  1YS. 

The  next  two  months  see  the  second  burst 
of  Beecham's  £1.5m  advertising  campaign 
for  Setlers  Turns.  Beecham  Healthcare, 
Beecham  House,  Great  West  Road, 
Brentford,  Middx. 

Merrell  have  re-introduced  their  Triludan 
Freephone  line.  Dial  100  and  ask  for 
"Freephone  Triludan  PE".  Merrell  Dow 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Staines,  Middx. 


Crookes  claim  that  their  new  year-round 
campaign,  starting  on  August  1, 
represents  the  heaviest  support 
programme  ever  for  a  UK  painkiller,  at 
around  £3m. 

The  new  30-second  commercial  makes 
its  first  appearance  on  national  television 
on  August  3  and  runs  for  a  month.  A 
further  burst  is  planned  for  later  in  the 
year. 

The  commerical  stresses  Nurofen's 
"gentleness,  speed  of  action  and  efficacy 
across  the  range  of  pain  indications",  say 
Crookes.  Nurofen's  ibuprofen-only 
formulation  is  a  feature,  and  the 
commercial's  tagline  is  "Nurofen.  You 
can't  buy  a  more  effective  painkiller." 

Graham  Gilbert,  senior  product 
manager,  says  that  the  company's  formula 
for  promoting  Nurofen  has  been  a  success, 
with  a  claimed  share  of  12  per  cent  of  the 
OTC  analgesic  market  through  pharmacy. 
"We  believe  this  achievement  is  founded 
on  two  factors:  heavy  television 
advertising  allied  to  a  support 
programme,"  he  says.  Crookes  Products 
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For  25  years 
the  first  choice  of  doctors 


the  effective  way  to  loosen  ear  wax 

CERUMOL  is  also  available  to  customers 
over  the  counter.  When  your  customers  ask  your 
advice  about  'blocked  ears',  you  know  you  can 
recommend  CERUMOL  with  confidence. 

proven  in  practice 


CERUMOL 


Cerumol  is  a  trade  mark 


nf  Laboratories  for  Applied  Biology  Limited  91  Amhurst  Park  London  N16  5DR. 


COUNTERPOINTS! 


Shulton  wrap 
up  Christmas 


Shulton  have  announced  their  corporate 
marketing  plan  for  Christmas,  including  a 
£6m  television  campaign  and  consumer 
and  trade  promotions,  as  well  as  gift  sets. 

The  company's  five  mam  brands,  Old 
Spice,  Insignia,  Blue  Stratos,  Mandate 
and  Pierre  Cardin,  will  all  be  backed  by 
separate  television  advertising,  with  new 
commercials  being  made  for  Blue  Stratos, 
Mandate  and  Old  Spice.  Magazine 
advertising  with  scent  strips  is  planned  for 
Pierre  Cardin. 

A  consumer  promotion  —  "Buy  the  gift 
—  take  the  wrap"  —  offers  a  sheet  of 
wrapping  paper  free  with  any  purchase 
from  Old  Spice,  Blue  Stratos,  Insignia, 
Mandate  and  Pierre  Cardin  (single  items 
as  well  as  gift  sets).  The  five  designs  of 
paper  wrap  are  individually  designed  to 
colour  co-ordinate  with  each  of  the  five 
brands,  and  will  be  delivered  with 
Christmas  orders  in  sited  shelf  dispensers 
explaining  the  promotion  to  the  consumer, 
and  designed  to  appear  to  have  come  from 
the  retailer  —  Shulton's  name  is  not 
featured  on  either  the  dispensers  or  the 
paper. 

The  promotion  aims  to  take  advantage 
of  the  trend  towards  single  item  gifts,  say 
Shulton;  Syndicated  Data  Consultants' 
figures  show  the  steady  increase  of  single 
toilet  product  gift  purchase  at  Christmas, 
as  high  as  3:1  to  gift  sets,  and  on  fragrance 
the  ratio  is  higher  at  5: 1 . 

For  the  independent  chemists  trade, 
Shulton  are  running  a  window  display 
competition  with  a  first  prize  of  a  trip  to 
Morocco  for  a  week  plus  £500  spending 
money  and  £25,000  if  it  rams  during  the 
week. 

The  displays  should  feature  gift  sets, 
single  items  and  the  gift  wrap,  and  should 
be  in  place  when  the  territory  manager 
visits  in  November  or  December.  100 
runners-up  will  win  a  presentation  pack 
containing  a  half  bottle  of  Champagne. 

This  year's  gift  sets  include  toilet  bags 
on  Insignia,  Blue  Stratos,  Old  Spice  and 
Mandate,  the  latter  also  featuring  a 
Gladstone  bag  and  a  gift  set  with  a  Filofax, 
plus  boxed  gift  sets  for  all  five  main 
fragrances,  Grey  Flannel  and  Choc. 
Shulton  (Great  Britain)  Ltd,  Shulton 
House,  Alexandra  Court,  Wokingham, 
Berks. 


Thomas  Christy  Ltd  have  been  appointed 
UK  agents  for  the  men's  premium  priced 
fragrance  range  Royal  Copenhagen. 
Thomas  Christy  Ltd,  North  Lane, 
Aldershot,  Hants. 


Provoking 
perfume 


Etienne  Aigner  are  launching  their  third 
prestige  perfume  range:  Provocation. 

Provocation  was  test  marketed  in 
Harrods  last  year,  and  is  being  launched 
nationally  by  the  Autumn. 

The  range  comprises  perfume  (15ml, 
£52);  eau  de  toilette  spray  (30ml  £17,  50ml 
£26.50,  100ml  £42);  bath  and  shower  gel 
(200ml  £13.50),  body  lotion  (200ml  £16), 
deodorant  spray  (50ml  £12.50)  and  bath 
soap(100g,  £7.75). 

Support  for  the  launch  includes  a 
special  offer  handbag  size  eau  de  toilette 
in  a  leather  pouch  (£19.50),  window 
display  material  and  a  tester  stand. 
Additionally,  a  PR  programme 
incorporates  targetted  glossy  magazine 
samplings  offering  1 .2ml  phials  of 
Provocation.  Wigmore  Products,  31 
Chase  Road,  London  NW10. 


Byzance  ads 

Parfums  Rochas  are  backing  the  launch  of 
their  latest  fragrance  Byzance,  with  a 
£750,000  advertising  campaign. 

The  fragrance  will  be  advertised  on 
national  television  and  in  women's 
magazines.  The  campaign  is  scheduled  for 
Autumn.  Parfums  Rochas  ltd,  28  Close 
Road,  London  NW10  6QN. 


Nail  it 


Network  Management  are  launching  a 
new  nail  treatment  product  called  Sally 
Hansen  Maximum  Growth. 

The  product  (13ml,  £2.95)  helps  seal 
and  strengthen  nails  says  the  company, 
which  is  offering  customers  their  money 
back  if  they  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
results  of  Maximum  Growth  after  ten  days 
usage.  A  women's  Press  campaign  will 
break  in  October  say  Network 
Management  Ltd,  Marlborough  House,  50 
London  Road,  Brentford,  Middx  TW8  8JL. 

The  opening  colour  picture  in  C&D's 
skmcare  feature  (June  6)  was  used  by 
courtesy  of  Simple  skincare.  The  Albion 
Group  Ltd,  113  Station  Road,  Hampton, 
Middx. 


On  the  scent 

Network  Management  have  been 
appointed  to  market  and  distribute 
Montana  Parfums,  the  new  French  fine 
fragrance  from  the  Parisian  fashion 
designer,  Claude  Montana,  and  the  Bal  a 
Versailles  fragrance  and  bath  range. 

Network  will  launch  Montana  with  an 
advertising  and  promotional  campaign 
spend  of  £300,000  for  1987  with  full-colour 
page  advertisements  and  scent  strips  in 
magazines  including:  Vogue,  Harpers  & 
Queen,  Elle,  Woman's  Journal, 
Cosmopolitan,  Company  and  Options. 
The  collection  consists  of:  parfum 
(£35-£95);  eau  de  toilette  (£25.50-£40). 

Bal  a  Versailles  (£8.90-£253)  will  be 
supported  with  m-store  promotions, 
consultants  and  POS  material  and  full 
advertisements  in  leading  women's 
magazines  including  Vogue,  Elle  and 
Harpers  &  Queen . 

Both  ranges  will  be  backed  by  a  public 
relations  campaign  including  product 
sampling  in  women's  magazines, 
advertisements  and  other  promotions. 
Network  Management  Ltd,  50  London 
Road,  Brentford,  Middx  TW8  8JL. 


Mandate  to  save 

Shulton  are  offering  Mandate  splash-on 
lotion  with  £1  off  at  £4.25,  and  after-shave 
balm  at  £5.95,  £2.30  off.  Both  offers  run 
through  July  and  August,  Shulton  (UK) 
Ltd,  Alexandra  Court,  Wokingham, 
Berks. 


Network  Management  are  introducing  a 
special  25ml  eau  de  toilette  atomiser  of 
Boss  (£7.50).  The  fragrance  is  presented  in 
a  cartoned  clear  glass  bottle,  and  will  be 
displayed  from  a  unit  containing  24  pieces 
complete  with  tester.  The  offer  will  run 
until  the  beginning  of  September  1987 
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COUNTERPOINTS; 


QUAUTT  ujxvm*  it£.U«T> 


Durex  dozens 

LRC  are  introducing  Durex  Gold  in  12 
packs  (£3.48). 

The  new  condom  is  currently  being 
supported  with  a  £350,000  national  Press 
advertising  campaign  in  publications  like 
7V  Times  and  You  magazine.  LRC  have 
also  reduced  the  price  of  Durex  Fetherlite 
to  57p  for  three  and  to  £2.28  for  the  12 
pack. 

Prices  of  Durex  condoms  are  subject  to 
control  by  the  Office  of  Fair  Trading  and 
in  order  to  maintain  price  balance  the 
price  of  Durex  Gossamar  is  being 
increased  from  59p  to  62p  for  a  packet  of 
three  and  from  £2.36  to  £2.48  for  a  12 
pack.  LRC  Products  Ltd,  North  Circular 
Road,  Chmgiord,  London  E4  8QA . 


Super  nappy 


Boots  are  launching  their  own 
superabsorbent  disposable  nappy.  Super 
Star,  manufactured  by  Blue  Ridge  Care  is 
less  bulky  and  contains  granules  which 
turn  wetness  into  gel,  says  the  company. 

Boots,  who  already  stock  Peaudouce's 
superabsorbent,  Babykini,  say  the  new 
process  will  significantly  affect  the  UK 
disposable  nappy  market.  Blue  Ridge 
Care  Ltd,  Medomsley  Road,  Consett,  co 
Durham  DH8  6SR. 


Heaven  scent 

Perfumed  PVC  re-usable  baby  pants  are 
the  latest  introduction  to  Lewis  Woolf 
Griptight's  Nursery  range. 

Welded  rather  than  stitched  to  make 
them  hard  wearing,  they  are  available  in 
large  and  extra  large  (£0.52,  pack  of  3), 
say  Lewis  Wool!  Griptight  Ltd,  144 
OakJield Road,  Selly  Oak,  Birmingham. 


Occasionally  a  tiny  baby 
cries  out  to  you  for  Dentinox 


It's  a  relief  to  know  you  can 
recommend  Dentinox  with 
confidence. 

Coiic  Drops  for  even  the  youngest 
baby.  The  active  ingredient, 
Dimethicone,  works  quickly  to 
disperse  the  bubbles  of  ingested  air 
that  cause  the  pain.  It  contains  no 
systemic  drug,  has  no  effect  on  the 


colic 

dr©pS  DENTINOX 

colic 
drops 

DENTINOX 
teething  gel  I 


central  nervous  system  and  won't 
mask  other  symptoms. 

Tried  and  trusted  Dentinox 
Teething  Gel  takes  the  pain  out  of  first 
teeth.  Sugar  free,  aspirin  free  Dentinox 
is  specially  formulated  for  babies. 

Safe,  Baby  medicines 
from  Dentinox 


ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


GTV  Grampian  U  Ulster 

B  Border  G  Granada 

C  Central  A  Anglia 

CTV  Channel  Islands     TSW  South  West 

LWT  London  Weekend  TTV  Thames  Telev 

C4Channel4  BtTV-am 


STV  Scotland 
(central) 
Y  Yorkshire 
HTV  Wales  &  West 
on  TVS  South 
TTTyneTees 


Amplex  deodorant: 
Carefree  panty  shields: 


STV,Y,C,A, 
TSW,TVS,LWT,TT 
All  areas  except 
A,  HTV  and  TVS 
G,Y,C 
Bt 

Allareas,C4,Bt 


Dermacort: 

Farley's  rusks  &  cereals: 
Fiesta  kitchen  towels: 
Johnson's  baby  shampoo  products:  Bt 
Johnson's  baby  lotion:  TTV,G,Y 
STV,CTV,B,U,TVS 
Lana-sting  cream  and  spray:     LWT, TTV, C4 


Nurofen: 
Nutrasweet: 
Optrex: 

Peaudouce  baby  slips: 
Philips  Ladyshave  16: 
Reach  toothbrushes: 
Sensodyne  toothpaste: 

Signal  toothpaste: 


All  areas 
All  areas 
All  areas 
Bt 

A,TSW,TVS 
All  areas 
All  areas  except 
C,A,TTV 
Bt 

Silvikrin  shampoo  &  conditioner:     All  areas 


Silvikrin  on  TV 

Beecham  are  backing  the  Silvikrin  range 
with  national  television  advertising. 

The  40  second  commercial  emphasises 
the  consumer's  own  special  hair  needs, 
with  the  message:  "There  is  a  Silvikrin 
shampoo  and  conditioner  for  you,  and 
you,  and  you  and  you".  Beecham 
Toiletries  and  Healthcare,  Beecham 
House,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford. 


Hair  tonic 


Beaute  Sante  are  importing  a  hair  product 
from  Italy. 

Lubin  Test  comes  as  both  a  lotion  and 
shampoo,  (200ml,  £24.95),  containing 
2-phenoxyethanol  and  its  derivatives. 

Beaute  Sante  say  the  Lubin  Test  is 
being  advertised  on  the  London 
Underground,  and  while  several  Central 
London  chemists  are  stocking  the  product, 
they  are  looking  to  spread  distribution 
nationwide.  Beaute  Sante  UK,  88 
Settrington  Road,  London  SW63BA. 


Sanpro  savers 

Kimbrly-Clark  are  running  two  consumer 
promotions  on  Simplicity  Stowaway  this 
Summer.  The  promotions  offer  12  towels 
for  the  price  of  10,  and  packs  of  20  pre- 
priced  at  £0.99.  Kimberly-Clark  Ltd, 
Larldield,  Nr  Maidstone,  Kent. 


m 
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New  Hc45  Hydrocortisone  Cream. 
Complementing  Cream  E45  in  the 
treatment  of  contact  dermatitis. 


You  know  you  can  trust  and  recommend  Cream  E45 
to  relieve  a  wide  range  of  dry  skin  conditions. 
And  now  you  have  the  chance  to  recommend 
Hc45  Hydrocortisone  Cream  (1%)  to  reduce 
inflammation,  calm  irritation  and  promote  healing. 
Hc45  is  the  safe  and  effective  OTC  treatment  for 


contact  dermatitis  from  allergens  or  irritants. 
Hc45  is  only  to  be  applied  once  or  twice  a 
day  for  a  maximum  of  7  days.  Between  applications 
of  Hc45,  advise  using  Cream  E45  to  restore 
flexibility  and  softness  to  the  skin. 
Trust  Cream  E45  to  relieve.  Trust  Hc45  to  treat. 


Effective  dermatological  products  from  Crookes. 


CROOKES 


COUNTERPOINTS^ 


J&J  go  for 
grown-ups 


Johnson  &  Johnson  baby  products  are 
continuing  their  activity  aimed  at  the  adult 
skincare  market  with  a  £lm  television 
advertising  campaign. 

The  20  and  30  second  commercials  use 
computer  graphics  to  show  a  model 
gradually  transforming  her  skin  from 
"black  and  white"  to  flesh  colour  as  sht 
wipes  it.  The  campaign  is  just  breaking  on 


Thames,  Granada,  Yorkshire,  STV, 
Grampian,  Border,  Ulster  and  TVS.  J&J 
say  baby  lotion  now  has  80  per  cent  adult 
usage.  Johnson  &  Johnson,  Brunei  Way, 
Slough,  Berks. 


Spot  on! 


Beecham  Healthcare  are  repeating  their 
"Blitz  those  zits"  television  campaign  for 
the  Oxy  range  with  a  £950,000  burst  this 
year. 

The  "bucket  on  the  head"  commercial 
will  be  shown  nationally  until  September, 
featuring  Oxy  5  and  10.  Beecham 
Healthcare,  Beecham  House,  Great  West 
Road,  Brentford,  Middx. 


On  the  move 

Designed  for  women  on  the  move, 
Elizabeth  Arden's  Millenium  day  renewal 
emulsion  has  been  packaged  in  a  travel 
size  unbreakable  tube  (£18,  40ml). 
Elizabeth  Arden  Ltd,  13  Hanover  Square, 
London  W1R0PA. 


Tropical  .  •  . 

Network  Management  have  introduced 
five  coloured  sunblock  creams  called 
Zingo  for  Hawaiian  Tropic. 

They  offer  total  sunblock  protection 
and  are  water  resistant.  They  will  be 
presented  singly  and  on  a  blister  pack. 

The  complete  Ski  Pro  range  will  be 
supported  during  the  season  with  £100,000 
advertising  spend.  A  public  relations 
campaign  will  include  product  sampling, 
competitions  and  advertorials.  Network 
Management  Ltd,  Marlborough  House,  50 
London  Road,  Brentford,  Middx  TW8  8JL. 

Wilkinson  Sword  are  running  two 
Summer  bonuses  for  retailers  this  month. 
The  Profile  fixed  system  razor  will  be 
launched  through  cash  and  carrys  with  a 
special  offer  of  a  free  razor  with  every  bag 
of  five  packs  of  five  blades.  And  a 
Retractor  Twin  added  value  promotion 
offers  11  packs  of  five  Retractor  Twin 
razors  for  the  price  of  ten  packs. 
Wilkinson  Sword  Ltd,  Bassington 
Industrial  Estate,  Cranlington, 
North  umberland. 


Say  Cheese... 

This  new  range  of  SIRIUS  cameras 
will  make  you  and  your  customers  smile! 


SIRIUS  cameras  are  now  available  from  David  Anthony 
Pharmaceuticals,  retailing  from  £9.99  to  £29.99  with  a 
great  deal  in  it  for  you.  For  further  details  contact  your 
agent  or  direct  from:- 


David  A  9k 

Anthony 

Pharmaceuticals 

Spindus  Road  Speke  Hall  Industrial  Estate 
Liverpool  L24  1 YA  [Telephone:  051  -486  71 1 7 
Telex:  629846  Hermes  G  Fax:  051-486  5955 


COUNTERPOINTS 


BCT  m  MRMim'-  MtfWk  HSBS ,  E 


inside  i^Cj'  ■'"  "  JrowWte  /-JL*"  P 

BEMAX  1  BEMAA 


The  drinks  are 
on  Bemax 

A  free  Horlicks  drink  is  on  offer  in  a 
Beemax  promotion. 

Flashed  on-pack  and  backed  by  POS 
material,  malted  Horlicks  drinks  come  free 
with  natural  wheatgerm,  one  on  the  250g 
size,  two  on  the  500g.  And  one  hot 
chocolate  drink  comes  free  with  a  250g 
crunchy  wheatgerm  pack,  say  Beecham 
Bovril  Brands. 

The  offer  will  run  until  mid-September 
or  while  stocks  last,  say  Beecham  Bovril 
Brands,  Beecham  House,  Brentford, 
Middx  TW8  9BD. 


Fern  for  the 
family 


British  Tissues  have  relaunched  their 
range  of  Fern  "family  value"  tissue 
products. 

The  company  says  traditional 
segmentation  of  the  tissue  market  into 
premium  and  economy  is  no  longer 
accurate.  "Consumer  perception  and 
product  positioning,  particularly  in  toilet 
tissue,  now  breaks  the  market  into  three 
distinct  sectors:  premium,  standard  — 
representing  most  private  labels;  and 
economy  which  are  clearly  defined  as  low 
sheet  content  and  low  grade  products." 
The  strategy  behind  the  relaunch  is  to 
position  Fern  as  a  major  competitor  in  the 
new  standard  sector. 

New  packs  are  a  pictorial,  full  colour 
format  that  portrays  a  mother  and 
daughter  and  projects  "family  value"  as 
the  overall  message.  British  Tissues  Ltd, 
Lowlands  House,  43  Lowlands  Road, 
Harrow,  Middx. 


A  novel  ad 


Scott  are  launching  a  new  television 
commercial  this  month  to  back  Andrex 
toilet  tissue. 

Based  on  "Alice  in  Wonderland",  it 
emphasises  the  size  of  Andrex  by  showing 
it  in  the  fairy  tail  miniature  room,  using  the 
phrase,  Andrex 's  "size  is  legendary".  The 
commercial  will  run  nationally  over  the 
next  two  months,  says  the  company. 

And  in  facial  tissues,  they  have 
produced  new  packs  and  smaller  display 
cases  for  their  Scottissue  and  Mansize. 

The  new  trays  hold  15  packs  of  regular 
Scottissues  or  18  packs  of  Mansize, 
compared  with  36  packs  in  the  old  cases. 
And  cases  now  have  a  pull-out  front  for 
display  purposes.  Scott  Ltd,  Scott  House, 
East  Grinstead,  W.  Sussex  RH1 9 1UR. 
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LEDERLE  LABORATORIES 

DISPENSING  QUALITY  IN  GENERIC  MEDICINES 


Lederle  Laboratories  are  pleased  to 
announce  the  formation  of  its  Pharmacy 
Division  -  a  new  force  in  the 
pharmacy. 

The  Lederle  Pharmacy 
Division  is  committed  to  meeting 
the  needs  of  pharmacists  for 
professional  standards  of  quality 
and  service. 


JexL&rie 

PHARMACY 
DIVISION 

Tel:  0329  224  217 


Your  Lederle  Representative  will  be 
visiting  you  shortly  to  explain  in  more 

detail  the  exciting  benefits  of  this 
new  service  to  pharmacists. 


Further  information  is  available  on  request  to 
the  company:  Lederle  Laboratories,  a  division 
of  Cyanamid  of  Great  Britain  Limited,  Fareham 
Road,Cosport,  Hants.  P013  OAS. 


Here  are  10 
reasons  to 
stock  this 
versatile 
healer  for  the 
wholefamily 
® 


Distributed  nationally 
bv  Unichem  (Product 
Code  P782292); 
Macarthv  (Product 
Q)de  060-210);  and 
Vestric  (Product  Q)de 
CAL447A). 


Also  available  from 
local  wholesalers. 


Heavyweight  national 
and  specialist  press 
advertising  support. 


® 


Display  outers  of  6 
Unit  RSP£1.80. 


Special  introductory ■ 
discount  gives 
38%  PO.R. 
available  only 
from  wholesalers 


Recommended  by 
many  midwives  to 
nursing  mothers  with 
sore  nipples. 


A  very  effective 
general  wound  healer. 


Very  wide 
endorsement  from 
health  professionals. 


Indications:  To 
promote  healing  of 
cuts,  wounds, 
cracked  or  dry  skin 
and  sore  nipples  in 
nursing  mothers. 


Contra-indications: 
None  known. 

Fact  pack  on 
Weleda  Calendula 
and  general 
information 
on  all  Weleda 
products  from: 

Weleda  (UK)  Ltd,  Heanor  Road,  Ilkeston, 
Derbyshire,  DE78DR. 


COUNTERPOINTS: 


Mums  the  word 
say  Sterling 

Sterling  Health  are  relaunching  Baby  Wet 
Ones  and  launching  Baby  Wet  Ones  lotion 
wipes,  backed  by  television  and  Press 
advertising. 
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Both  meet  the  needs  expressed  by 
mums,  the  company  says.  The 
reformulated  Baby  Wet  Ones  are  now 
made  of  natural  cotton,  free  of  alcohol  and 
in  new  packaging  to  make  them  easier  to 
hold  and  dispense.  The  new  packaging 
also  features  on  the  new  line  which 
combines  a  lotion  and  a  wipe  in  one 
(£1.81,  50s;  £3.10,  100s). 

And  products  are  being  supported  by 
over  £lm  of  national  television  advertising 
throughout  the  Summer  and  will  also 
feature  in  colour  advertisements  in  the 
mother  and  baby  Press,  say  Sterling 
Health,  1  Onslow  Street,  Guildford, 
Surrey  GUI  4YS. 


Baby-mobile 

Robinsons  baby  foods  are  offering  a 
"Spikey"  mobile  in  return  for  ten  proofs  of 
purchase  of  Robinsons  pure  baby  juices. 

The  mobile  can  be  obtained  from 
independent  chemists  holding  application 
leaflet  pads.  End  flaps  showing  "Spikey" 
on  Robinsons  tetrabriks  act  as  proof  of 
purchase.  The  offer  closes  December  31. 
Colman's  of  Norwich,  Carrow,  Norwich. 


And  for  juniors 

Cupal's  Q-panol  sugar  free  junior 
suspension  is  now  available  in  a  200ml 
pack  (£1.67).  Babelix  baby  cough  syrup 
has  been  renamed  Cupal  baby  cough 
syrup  and  will  now  appear  under  the 
Cupal  listing  in  the  C&D  Price  List.  Cupal 
Ltd,  King  Street,  Blackburn,  Lanes. 
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Relifex 


nabumetone 

FOR  THE  MANAGEMENT 
OF  RHEUMATOID  AND 
OSTEOARTHRITIS 

Relifex  (nabumetone)  is  a  novel  anti- 
inflammatory pro-drug  from  Bencard.  In  the 
stomach  Relifex  is  a  relatively  weak  inhibitor 
of  prostaglandin  synthesis1,  but  once 
absorbed,  it  is  metabolised  to  a  considerably 
more  potent  inhibitory  compound.2 

Clinical  studies  involving  over  3,600 
patients,  demonstrate  that  Relifex  is 
effective  in  the  management  of  both 
rheumatoid  and  osteoarthritis.14  Endoscopy 
studies  have  suggested  that  Relifex  causes 
less  irritation  to  the  gastric  mucosa  than 
naproxen''  or  indomethacinh. 

The  Relifex  Original  Pack,  which  has 
been  specially  designed  to  be  easy  for 
arthritic  hands  to  open,  contains  56  tablets 
-  one  month's  treatment  at  the  usual  dosage 
of  2  x  500mg  tablets  nocte. 

Relifex  is  available  direct  from  Bencard, 
or  from  your  usual  wholesaler. 

Basic  NHS  price:  £15.68  per  pack  of  56 
tablets. 


T  PRESCRIBING  INFORMATION 

Indications:  Osteoarthritis  and  rheumatoid  arthritis 
requiring  anti-mfiammatoryand  analgesic  treatment 
Dosage:  Adults '  Recommended  daily  dose  is  1  g  nocte. 
For  severe  or  persistent  symptoms  or  during  acute 
exacerbations  an  additional  500mg  -  1g  may  be  given  as  a 
morning  dose  Elderly  Daily  dose  of  1g  should  not  be 
exceeded  500mg  may  give  satisfactory  relief  Children  No 
clinical  data  to  recommend  use  Contra-lndications: 
Active  peptic  ulceration.  Severe  hepatic  impairment(eg 
cirrhosis)  Hypersensitivity  to  the  drug  Pregnancy  and 
Lactation :  Safety  in  human  pregnancy  has  not  been 
established  Relifex  is  not  recommended  during  pregnancy 


or  in  mothers  who  are  breast  feeding  Precautions: 

Patients  with  aspirin  hypersensitivity  may  react  similarly  to 
nabumetone  Patients  with  a  history  of  peptic  ulceration 
should  be  regularly  reviewed  for  recurrence  of  symptoms 
Consider  dosage  reduction  in  impaired  renal  function 
Dosagesof  concurrent  oral  anti-coagulants,  hydantoin 
anticonvulsants  or  sulphonylurea  hypoglycaemics,  may 
need  to  be  reduced  Side-Effects:  Side-effects  include 
diarrhoea,  dyspepsia,  nausea,  constipation,  abdominal 
pain,  flatulence,  headache,  dizziness,  pruritus,  rash  and 
sedation  Presentation  and  Basic  NHS  Price:  Square 
plastic  bottle  of  56  tablets  £15  68  Each  tablet  contains 
500mg  nabumetone  PL38/0301  POM 


REFERENCES:  I.Boyle,  E  A  ,  and  Mangan,  FR ,  J 
Pharm. Pharmacol,  1982,34(9).  562-569  2.  Mangan, 
FR  ,  et  al,  Proc  Conf  on  New  NSAIDs.  Criteria  for 
Therapeutic  Selection,  San  Diego  1986  Abstract  and 
Data  on  File  3.  Jenner,  P  N  ,  and  Johnson,  E  S,  Ibid. 
4.  Jackson,  R ,  Ibid  5.  Roth,  S  H  ,  Ibid  6.  Greb,  W  H  ,  et 
al.  Ibid 

Further  information  is  available  from  Bencard,  Brentford, 
Middlesex  TW89BD 

Relifex  and  the  Bencard  loqo  are  trademarks 
February  1987 
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Can  Merrell  be 
of  assistance  sir? 

Practical  help  for  hay  fever  sufferers 
comes  in  the  form  of  two  new  Triludan 
display  items  from  Merrell  Dow. 

A  pollen  indicator,  which  can  be 
updated  daily  by  pharmacy  staff  from 
Press  information,  gives  a  daily  pollen 
count.  And  new  tissue  dispensers  for 
needy  sufferers  are  replenished  by  Merrell 
Dow  representatives  on  each  call  or  by  the 
pharmacist  from  reserve  stocks.  All 
available  from  Merrell  Dow 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Stana  Place, 
Fairfield  Avenue ,  Staines,  Middx  TW18 
4SZ. 

...  Going  to 
Barbados!  

Five  holidays  in  Barbados  will  be  the 
winning  prizes  in  Rimmel's  first  national 
consumer  competition  this  Summer, 
running  in  support  of  the  Splash  range  of 
water-resistant  eye  make-up  products. 

The  competition  involves  a  treasure 
hunt  and  a  tie  breaker  naming  new  shades 
of  products,  and  the  prizes  include  five 
ten-day  holidays  for  two,  250  Le  Clic 
cameras  and  sunglasses  and  250  Clairol 
professional  hairdryers.  The  first  1,000 
entrants  will  also  receive  a  Splash  sun 
visor.  The  contest  will  be  backed  by 
advertising  in  the  women's  Press,  and 
entry  forms  are  available  in  POS 
merchandisers. 

The  closing  date  is  September  12,  say 
Rimmel  International  Ltd,  17  Cavendish 
Square,  London  W1M0HE. 

A  soap  on  a  roll  is  now  available  from 
Neptuna  Ltd.  The  roll  is  pure  soap  that 
dissolves  after  a  measured  strip  has  been 
delivered  by  a  lever.  Available  in 
perfumed  or  medicated  variants  there  are 
350  washes  on  one  reel,  says  Neptuna  Ltd, 
70RusselRoad,  London  W14  8YL. 
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Born  for  black 
and  beautiful 

Clairol  are  launching  a  range  of  ethnic 
hair  colourants  called  Bom  Beautiful, 
backed  by  billboard  advertising. 

Formulated  to  meet  the  specific  needs 
of  black  hair,  the  range  comprises:  a 
protein-enriched  colouring  conditioner 
(£2.29)  with  no  ammonia  and  noperoxide, 
and  available  in  ebony  and  teak,  and  a 
conditioning  hair  colour  system  (£2.29), 
ammonia  free  and  available  in  natural 
shades  of  Antigua,  rich  black  and  Aruba, 
rich  dark  brown. 

The  bill  board  campaign  starts  this 
month  in  target  population  areas,  with 
special  emphasis  on  London.  Distributed 
by:  Bristol-Myers  Co  Ltd,  Swakeleys 
House,  Milton  Road,  Ickenham,  Uxbridge 
UB108NS. 

Careful  reading 

Tosara,  manufacturers  of  Sudocrem,  have 
produced  a  new  general  skin  care  leaflet. 
"General  skin  care  in  the  home"  deals  with 
common  problems  like  nappy  rash, 
incontinence,  pressure  sores  and  eczema. 
Copies  can  be  obtained  from  Tosara 
Products  (UK)  Ltd,  PO  Box  5,  70  Picton 
Road,  Liverpool  L15  4NS. 

Beauty  Basics  have  moved  to  Richards  and 
Appleby,  Gerrard  Place,  Skelmersdale, 
Lanes  WN8  9SF. 


A  toy  called  Mar- might  will  be  on  the  road 
this  Summer,  aiming  to  promote  Marmite 
to  children  aged  six  to  nine.  A  roadshow 
will  visit  100  stores  nationwide,  and  offer 
sampling,  demonstrations,  games  and 
prizes,  sav  Beecham  Bovril  Brands, 
Beecham  House,  Great  West  Road, 
Brentford,  Middx  TW8  9BD 
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Pure  &  Simple 
from  Beecham 

Beecham  are  launching  a  new  skincare 
collection  under  the  brand  name  Pure  and 
Simple. 

The  range  is  aimed  at  what  Beecham 
say  is  a  growing  band  of  "pragmatic" 
consumers,  who,  while  they  would  not 
dream  of  doing  without  a  skincare  routine, 
don't  believe  the  scientific  claims  made  by 
premium  skincare  houses,  and  are  not 
prepared  to  pay  premium  prices. 

The  range  is  packaged  in  white, 
highlighted  with  pale  pink,  and 
ingredients  are  listed  on  the  packs.  The 
five  products,  which  Beecham  say  are 
suitable  for  all  skin  types,  are:  special 
moisturising  cream  (50ml  £2.49);  daily 
moisturising  lotion  (160ml  £2.29);  deep 
cleansing  lotion  (160ml  £1.89);  gentle  skin 
toner  (160ml  £1.89)  and  gentle  polishing 
scrub  (50ml  £2.29). 

Trial  sizes  (£0.35)  will  be  available  to 
support  the  launch  which  will  also  be 
backed  by  women's  Press  advertising. 
Beecham  Toiletries  and  Healthcare, 
Beecham  House,  Great  West  Road, 
Brentford,  Middx. 


Skin  deep 


Television  advertising  and  women's  Press 
competitions  will  be  backing  Pond's  cream 
and  cocoa  butter  this  Summer. 

The  company's  "cockatoo" 
commercial  now  showing  the  latest  mousse 
product  as  well  as  cream  and  lotion,  with 
the  catchline  "Pond's  —  the  effect  is 
beautiful",  will  run  on  TV-am  until  the  end 
of  August.  This  month's  issue  of  She  will 
feature  a  Pond's  colour  competition  to  win 
a  holiday  in  Hong  Kong,  and  the  August 
issue  of  Living  offers  the  chance  to  win  a 
holiday  in  Mauritius,  say  Cheseborough- 
Pond'sLtd,  Victoria  Road,  London  NW10. 

OTC  products  on  offer  in  Unichem's 
"money  maker"  promotion  include 
Colgate  toothpaste,  Immac,  Optrex, 
Robinson  drinks,  Recital  and  Slender. 

Special  promotional  prices  will  apply 
for  all  qualifying  orders  placed  during 
July.  Unichem  Ltd,  Unichem  House ,  Cox 
Lane,  Chessington,  Surrey. 
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Cystemme  is  already  the  fastest 
growing  product  in  the  self-treatment 
cystitis  relief  market. 

Preferred  by  thousands  of  women, 
this  pleasant  tasting  sparkling  drink 
goes  to  work  immediately,  relieving 
the  painful  symptoms  of  cystitis. 

Our  ongoing  consumer  national 
advertising  campaign  will  ensure  that 
the  demand  for  Cystemme  continues 
to  grow. 

And  as  more  and  more  discover  the 
benefits  of  Cystemme,  it's  surely  cause 
for  celebrations  -  all  round. 


Cystemme 

PAST  relief jhmi  the  symptoms  of  Cystitis 


sparkling  lemon 
48  hour  course 


ABBOTT  LABORATORIES  LTD.,  QUEENBOROUGH,  KENT  ME1 1  5EL  TEL:  (0795)  663371 


This  could  be 
the  last  straw  for 
other  Baby  Juices! 

Now  the*Brand  Leader  has 
smart  new  boxes 
a  straw  on  every  pack 
even  more  advertising  money 


Robinsons  Pure  Baby  Juices  didn't 
rest  on  their  brand  leadership  last 
year— they  just  grew  and  grew. 
And  now  Robinsons  have  made 
sure  that  1 987  will  be  an  even 
better  year! 

•  Redesigned  packs  to  echo 
the  Baby  Food  Range  and  really 
stand,  out  on  your  shelves. 

•  Now  a  straw  on  every  pack  — 
ideal  for  toddlers  as  well  as 
babies,  so  more  sales  for  you. 


•  National  Television  and  big 
spaces  in  magazines  specially  selected 
for  their  high  young-mum  readership. 

•  Thousands  of  free  vouchers  for  mums 
to  use  in  your  shop. 

This  colour-coded  message  on  every 
Robinsons  Baby  Box,  plus  v 
the  considerable  saving 
over  bottles,  means  that 
once  mums  try  Robinsons 
Pure  Baby  Juices  —  they 
go  on  buying! 
So  stock  up  and  give 
Robinsons  pride  of  place 
on  your  shelves! 


All  you  need  to  know  about 
stocking  and  selling  Pure  Baby  Juices 
is  Robinsons . . .  naturally! 


Ihamost  exciting  launch  in  the  first  aid  market  in  over  25 years  is  happening  with  the  introduction 
oj new  Stop  Hemo.  A  totally  new  hind  ofjirst  aid  dressing  that  actually  stops  bleeding. 

Stop  Hemo  contains  a  natural  extract  oj  seaweed  called  calcium  alginate.  Which,  because  of  its 
ability  to  stop  bleeding,  has  already  been  extensively  used  in  hospitals.  Making  Stop  Hemo  the  most  advanced 
dressing  on  the  consumer  market  today 

Stop  Hemo  has  a  GSL  Product  Licence  but,  in  line  with  our  policy  of  supporting  the  pharmacist, 
it  will  be  sold  only  through  pharmacies.  And  that  means  increased  business  for  you 

New  Stop  Hemo  will  be  launched  to  your  customers  with  a  major  advertising  campaign,  that  will 
run  throughout  the  year  in  women's  press.  So  when  your  customers  start  ashing  for  Stop  Hemo,  make  sure 
you've  got  it  in  stock    Because  no  other  dressing  will  act  like  this. 
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For  more  information  on  Stop  Hemo,  please  contact  Windsor  Pharmaceuticals  on  Bracknell 
(0344)  484448.  Windsor  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  ,  Ellesfield  Avenue,  Bracknell,  Berks  RG12  4YS. 
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Mike  King  • 
NPA's  Man 


A  man  of  many  parts  is  the  best 
description  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association's 
local  organisations  officer, 
Mike  King.  From  behind  his 
desk  at  Mallinson  House  he 
faces  a  bewildering  range  of 
tasks,  and  this  week  C&D 
discovers  exactly  what  they 


-the 
Friday  ? 


are. 


Mike  King  joined  the  NPA  in  1982  attracted 
by  the  "non-specific  job  description"  which 
suggested  an  interesting  and  varied  career 
opportunity.  He  was  also  keen  to  get  involved 
in  the  "hub  of  the  profession"  and  use  the 
expertise  and  experience  he  had  gained  in 
community  pharmacy,  and  sales  and 
marketing. 

He  graduated  from  Manchester 
University  in  1977,  spending  his  re- 
registration  year  with  Boots  and  then 
working  for  them  as  a  relief  manager.  A  stint 
in  the  independent  sector  followed  and  then 
he  joined  Glaxo's  marketing  division.  He 
says  this  mix  of  retail  and  marketing/sales 
allows  him  to  take  a  more  objective  view 
when  dealing  with  suppliers  and  members, 
and  in  organising  sponsorship  for  various 
functions. 

"Having  seen  the  business  from  both 
sides  I  have  a  pretty  good  idea  of  what  the 
companies  want  to  get  out  of  it  and  what  the 
members  need",  he  says. 

Mike  King  is  now  studying  for  his  law 
finals  and  before  too  long  hopes  to  add  LLB 
to  his  BPharm  and  MPS.  Gaining  an  extra 
gualification  was  recommended  for  the  job 
but  it  has  taken  longer  that  he  would  have 
liked.  The  problem  is  finding  time  for  study, 
as  study  leave  is  not  a  perk  of  the  job. 

There  is  little  time  for  hobbies  but  after  a 
trip  to  Australia  last  year,  he  has  taken  up 
wind-surfing.  "I  had  my  first  lessons  on  the 


If  variety  is  the  spice  of  life  then  pharmacist 
Mike  King  has  a  spicier  one  than  most.  The 
NPA's  man-with-roving  portfolio  thrives  on  a 
diet  of  diversity  with  nothing  more  than  some 
carefully  compiled  lists  of  "jobs  for  the  day" 
and  a  "superbly  efficient"  secretary  in  Anne 
Northey. 

His  official  titles  of  pharmacist 
administrator  and  local  organisations  officer 
are  somewhat  deceiving.  And  although  he 
does  have  responsibility  for  the  NPA  branch 
system,  Mike  King  says  most  of  his  time  is 
spent  giving  advice.  He  describes  himself  as 
the  Claire  Rayner  of  the  NPA,  but  unlike  the 
media's  favourite  agony  aunt,  Mr  King's 
advice  is  not  restricted  to  personal  problems: 
law  and  ethics,  employment  legislation, 
Family  Practitioner  Committee  hearings, 
and  trade  disputes  all  fall  within  his  remit,  as 
well  as  organising  conferences,  regional 
dinners,  and  meetings.  He  is  secretary  to  the 
employee's  side  of  the  National  Joint 
Industrial  Council,  and  secretary  of  the 
NPA's  Distress  Fund;  he  also  liaises  with  the 


Mike  King;  a  talent  for  toads! 

Barrier  Reef,  and  the  thought  of  a  back  full 
of  coral  was  an  added  incentive  to  keep 
upright,"  he  says.  That  holiday  also  revealed 
another  talent  —  Mike  King  has  a  natural 
flair  for  toad  racing,  a  popular  sport  in 
Queensland. 

"This  usually  takes  place  in  a  pub  after 
several  tubes  of  Foster's.  You  get  your  toad 
from  a  'Rent-a-toad'  service,  and  I  seemed  to 
have  a  particular  knack  for  picking  the 
winning  toad.  We  swept  the  board!". 

Unfortunately,  back  home  this  talent  is  of 
little  use.  Whatever  the  abilities  required  for 
his  job  at  Mallinson  House,  spotting  a 
thoroughbred  toad  is  not  one  of  them! 


MAUIMSC 
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British  Pharmaceutical  Students' 
Association  and  schools  of  pharmacy.  Mr 
King  admits  there  can  be  problems;  "I  can 
come  off  the  phone  after  half  an  hour 
discussing  the  intricacies  of  employment 
legislation,  to  deal  with  organising  a 
conference  for  200  people,  and  then  be 
interrupted  by  a  member  who  has  had  a 
clash  with  one  of  his  suppliers.  But  it  does 
make  the  job  interesting." 

The  hot  line  to  Mr  King's  office  is  rarely 
quiet,  for  he  deals  not  only  with  queries 
specific  to  his  responsibilities  but  the 
miscellaneous  calls  too.  He  has  been  called 
out  of  meetings  to  speak  to  a  frantic  member, 
for  example  a  pharmacist  who  suspects  he 
has  a  forged  prescription.  "They  have  the 
phone  in  one  hand,  the  patient  or  potential 
criminal  in  the  other,  and  want  to  know  what 
they  should  do". 

And  what  should  they  do?  "If  it  is  a  little 
old  lady  who  has  added  a  few  tablets  to  her 
script  because  she  thinks  the  doctor  has 
forgotten  them,  then  refer  it  to  the  GP.  If  it  is 
obviously  done  with  criminal  intent  then 
phone  the  police". 

All  too  often  pharmacists  ring  in  for 
advice  alter  the  event,  particularly  if  it  is  a 
problem  with  an  employee,  says  Mr  King. 
"They  call  me  up  and  say  1  have  sacked  so 
and  so,  have  I  done  it  right'?" 


Unfair  legislation? 


He  feels  that  some  problems  are  due  to 
bad  and  ineffective  managers  and,  after 
hearing  the  details  of  a  particular  case,  Mike 
King  says  often  his  immediate  reaction  is  that 
it  is  the  manager  who  should  be  disciplined 
not  the  assistant.  "These  problems  could  be 
avoided  if  pharmacists  lived  up  to  their  job 
description  as  pharmacy  managers". 

The  NPA  frequently  hears  allegations 
from  pharmacists  that  employment 
legislation  is  weighted  against  the  employer 
—  an  accusation  with  which  he  disagrees. 

"All  it  requires  is  that  the  employer  acts 
fairly.  You  must  have  a  fair  reason  for 
dismissal  —  most  pharmacists  do  —  and  the 
way  it  is  carried  out  must  be  lair."  This  is 
where  some  pharmacists  tend  to  come 
unstuck  as  they  do  not  have  a  formal 
disciplinary  procedure.  "First  you  must  tell 
an  employee  "what  is  wrong  and  why,  how 
they  can  improve,  and  the  consequences  of 
failing  to  do  so",  he  advises. 

Mike  King  has  developed  his  talents  as  a 
mediator  by  intervening  in  trade  disputes. 
Last  year  his  department  handled  125 
disputes  between  pharmacists  and  various 
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suppliers. 

"My  job  is  to  step  in  after  they  have  tried 
to  settle  it  between  themselves  —  often  when 
they  are  no  longer  talking  to  each  other".  He 
has  to  be  realistic  about  each  case,  and  if  a 
member  is  being  unreasonable  will  tell  him 
so,  or  else  risk  losing  credibility  both  for 
himself  and  the  NPA.  But  if  the  complaint  is 
a  fair  one,  then  the  NPA  backs  the  member 
to  the  hilt.  He  has  worked  hard  at  nipping 
potential  problems  in  the  bud  by 
establishing  good  relations  with 
manufacturers  and  suppliers  to  keep  them 
informed  of  what  is  happening  in  pharmacy. 

Mike  King's  department  is  also  —  or 
should  be  —  first  port  of  call  for  any  member 
who  is  the  subject  of  complaint  from  a 
member  of  the  public  to  a  Family 
Practitioner  Committee.  "We  give  practical 
advice  on  how  to  deal  with  the  problem,  and 
usually  draft  a  letter  of  explanation  or 
apology  for  the  member",  he  says. 

Much  of  Mr  King'  time,  and  that  of  Mrs 
Northey,  concerns  the  organisation  of 
conferences,  meetings  and  other  functions 
for  NPA  members.  The  NPA  likes  to  keep  all 
such  arrangements  m-house  rather  than  use 
an  outside  agency.  "Not  only  are  they  very 
expensive  —  they  insist  on  three  or  four  site 
visits  and  liberal  use  of  expense  accounts  — 
we  would  have  little  control  over  the 
outcome. 

"We  believe  we  know  what  members 
want.  The  NPA  is  like  no  other  organisation 
and  only  we  know  its  members'  needs.  They 
are  not  generally  in  favour  of  a  balloon  and 
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laser  show  sales-type  spectacular". 

As  a  result,  the  department  has  become 
expert  in  hotels  and  conference  centres 
across  the  UK.  A  cabinet  in  his  rather 
spartan  office  —  Mike  King  also  has  the 
clearest  desk  in  Mallinson  House  —  has  files 
on  a  staggering  number  of  venues.  And 
when  away  on  business  he  likes  to  call  into 
new  hotels  to  view  them  as  potential  venues 
—  an  essential  ingredient  of  a  successful 
conference  is  the  venue  he  feels.  In  addition 
he  can  negotiate  a  good  deal  for  the  NPA. 

Mr  King  feels  that  the  local  branch 
system  is  changing,  and  there  is  a  move 
towards  regional  meetings  involving  several 
branches.  This  has  been  reflected  in  the 
success  of  regional  dinners  which  were 
introduced  last  year.  Six  were  held  in 
Newcastle,  Heathrow,  Manchester, 
Birmingham,  Bourne  and  Leeds. 

Up  to  200  members  attended  each, 
paying  between  £5  and  £6  for  a  ticket,  and 
after-dinner  speakers  included  specialists  on 
AIDS  and  drug  abuse,  and  an  NPA 
executive  or  Board  member.  The  dinners  are 
all  sponsored  by  a  pharmaceutical  supplier. 
Sponsorship  adds  a  little  "glitz"  to  the 
occasions,  says  Mike  King  but  the  NPA  has  a 
fine  line  to  take. 

"The  NPA  is  an  independent 
organisation  and  must  be  seen  to  be  so.  We 
are  not  promoting  any  particular  product, 
nor  do  we  want  to  deluge  members  with 
promotional  information".  So  far  he  says, 
both  members  and  sponsors  have  been 
happy  with  the  outcome,  and  several  more 


dinners  are  planned  for  later  this  year  on 
new  themes  and  perhaps  with  "celebrity" 
speakers. 

Regional  conferences  are  also  a  new 
area,  and  the  first  one  was  held  for  members 
in  the  North-West  earlier  this  year  (C&D, 
April  11).  Its  success  means  that  two  more 
are  planned  for  1987. 

Do  the  regional  events  mean  the  demise 
of  the  NPA  branch  system?  Mike  King  is 
adamant  that  this  is  not  the  case.  Some  areas 
are  more  active  than  others,  but  the  branch 
system  is  there  when  it  is  needed.  He  acts  as 
a  link  between  branches  and  the  Board  and 
is  involved  in  selecting  secretaries  and 
spokesmen. 

The  National  loint  Industrial  Council  is 
responsible  for  negotiating  minimum  terms 
and  conditions  of  employment  for  all  workers 
in  retail  pharmacy  —  Mr  King  took  over  the 
post  of  secretary  four  years  ago.  At  the 
moment  there  is  a  "healthy"  relationship  with 
the  trade  unions,  says  Mr  King,  and  a  "good, 
hard"  negotiating  team  for  employers  is 
made  up  of  representatives  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee,  the  Co-op  and  the  Company 
Chemist's  Association,  as  well  as  the  NPA. 

Personal  calls 

Mike  King  enoys  liaising  with  the  BPSA 
and  the  schools  of  pharmacy.  Each  year  the 
new  BPSA  executive  and  students  from 
schools  of  pharmacy  visit  Mallinson  House. 
They  are  treated  to  lunch  and  are  free  to  fire 
questions  at  the  NPA  Executive  which  results 
in  some  lively  discussions,  he  says. 

Finally,  the  least  demanding  of  Mike 
King's  roles  is  as  secretary  of  the  NPA's 
Distress  Fund,  a  post  he  has  held  for  five 
years,  thankfully  without  ever  having  been 
called  on.  The  Distress  Fund  is  available  to 
NPA  members  suffering  severe  personal 
hardship  and  if  necessary  can  provide 
financial  help  as  well  as  a  shoulder  to  cry  on. 

The  aforementioned  shoulder  is  often  in 
action  as  Mr  King  also  receives  calls  of  a 
more  "personal"  nature.  For  example,  "my 
assistant  is  having  an  affair  with  my 
manager,  what  should  I  do?"  But  the  most 
distressing  calls  have  been  from  members 
who  have  been  leapfrogged,  with  long- 
established  family  businesses  and  plans  for 
retirement  in  ruins.  He  welcomes  the  new 
contract  more  than  most  because  of  this. 

Sometimes  members  will  call  up  just  for 
a  chat,  to  air  their  views  or  get  something  off 
their  chests,  and  although  this  is  often 
inconvenient,  he  tries  to  find  some  time  for 
everybody. 

After  almost  five  years  in  the  job,  Mike 
King  still  finds  it  both  demanding  and 
challenging.  So  far  he  has  failed  to  display 
any  signs  of  schizophrenia,  nor  has  he  had  to 
resort  to  a  Filofax.  Fingers  crossed  it  stays 
that  way. 
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It  ft  about  to  begin.  French  of  London,  the  famous  range  of  shampoos  and  conditioners,  is  once  again 
reating  unprecedented  standards  of  quality  with  a  tolallv  new  and  improved  range  of  products. 

Superb  products  with  eyecatching,  new  pack  designs  in  black,  white  and  red  —  further  enhanced  by 
leir  own  complimentary  display  stands  and  colourful  point  of  sale  material. 

But.  most  exciting  of  all,  the  entire  range  will  be  supported  with 
comprehensive,  stylish  new  consumer  campaign  which  will  run  in 
>p  magazines  including  Options,  Cosmopolitan,  Over  21, 
ompam  and  Elle  in  the  Autumn. 

So  makr  sure  your  French  stocks  are  complete.  Or  the 
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MARKETING 


Behind  the  mask: 

cosmetics  testing  -  the  law  and  lobbying 

There's  a  new  countrywide  campaign  on  the  road.  The  election 
rallies  are  over,  a  new  cosmetic  one  is  just  beginning:  "choose 
cruelty  free".  Heralded  by  a  promotion  bus,  reminiscent  of  David 
Steel's  battle  mobile,  it  aims  to  change  the  attitudes  and  buying 
patterns  of  consumers  in  favour  of  non-animal  tested  cosmetic 
and  toiletry  products.  It  is  a  market  sector  that  is  changing.  A 
recent  Euromonitor  report  suggests  public  reaction  to  animal 
experiments,  along  with  concern  over  additives  and  health,  has 
been  a  key  factor  in  the  30  per  cent  growth  in  "natural"  cosmetics. 
In  1985  this  sector  took  £68m  of  the  £2.5  billion  cosmetic  market, 
and  is  expected  to  double  its  share  by  1990.  In  this  article,  C&D 
looks  at  the  campaign,  this  year's  change  in  the  law,  and  the 
views  of  the  cosmetic  industry. 


TThe  £250,000  "Choose  cruelty-free" 
campaign,  organised  by  the  British 
Union  for  the  Abolition  of  Vivisection, 
claims  over  16,000  animals  died  as  a  result  of 
cosmetic  and  toiletry  tests  in  1985.  It  is  an 
emotive  issue,  and  likely  to  cause  the  public 
to  question  both  themselves  and  retailers 
when  buying  their  next  tube  of  make-up. 

That's  the  aim  of  the  campaign.  "While 
we  ultimately  hope  to  change  the  law  and 
stop  all  testing,  we  know  the  law  won't 
change  until  people's  attitudes  do,"  BUAV 
spokesman  Alasdair  Broun  told  C&D. 
"Therefore  we  plan  to  educate  the  public,  so 
they  will  choose  cruelty-free  and  bring  to 
bear  economic  pressure  on  the  companies 
that  do  carry  out  animal  testing." 

A  campaign  bus  started  its  countrywide 
tour  at  the  end  of  June,  displaying  products, 
selling  promotional  merchandise  and 
showing  a  campaign  video.  It  will  be  on  the 
road  until  Christmas,  backed  by  leaflets  and 
posters,  and  local  Press  coverage.  Support 
has  come  from  a  host  of  celebrities,  names 
like  Joanna  Lumley,  Hayley  Mills,  Lenny 
Henry,  Richard  Briars  —  all  featuring 
prominently  in  the  organisation's  magazine. 

Joanna  Lumley  has  been  at  the  forefront 
of  national  Press  coverage  so  far.  "I  have 
used  'cruelty-free'  products  ever  since  I 
lealised  I  had  a  choice,"  she  told  C&D.  "I'd 
like  to  see  change  by  persuasion  ...  a 
change  of  heart  rather  than  just  a  rule  book. 
People  should  be  allowed  to  have  a  choice. 
Rather  than  just  point  the  finger  at  those 
companies  that  do  test,  I  think  it  should  be 
made  clear  which  companies  don't. 

"When  I  shop  at  a  chemist  I  ask  their 
advice  about  the  texture  and  suitability  of 
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make-up,  "  she  says.  "I'd  like  to  see  chemists 
taking  on  information  so  they  could  also  offer 
advice  on  cruelty-free  products.  Companies 
that  are  producing  them  should  be 
encouraged  by  pharmacists.  They  deserve  a 
pat  on  the  back." 

The  Home  Office  has  recorded  the 
16,000-plus  animal  experiments  carried  out 
on  cosmetic  and  toiletries,  but  note  that  this 
was  900  less  than  the  previous  year,  marking 
the  fifth  successive  annual  fall  in  such  tests, 
which  account  for  only  0.5  per  cent  of  all 
experiments  carried  out.  And  this  year  an 
Act  came  into  force  introducing  a  new 
system  of  controls. 

The  1986  Animals  (Scientific 
Procedures)  Act  replaced  the  1876  Cruelty 
to  Animals  Act,  and  was  welcomed  by  the 
Cosmetic  Toiletries  and  Perfumeries 
Association  and  the  Fund  for  the 
Replacement  of  Animals  in  Medical 
Experiments  (FRAME). 

Now  two  kinds  of  licence  are  needed 
before  carrying   out   scientific   tests  — 
personal  and  project.  It  was  mtroduced  after 
collaboration  between  the  Government, 
scientific  community  and  the  animal  welfare 
movement,  says  the  Home  Office,  and 
means  no  work  may  be  done 
unless  the  procedures, 
the  animals  used 
and  the 


Joanna  Lumley:  uses  'cruelty-free' 


place  where  work  is  done  are  authorised.  All 
project  licence  applications  for  cosmetic 
work  are  considered  by  the  Home  Office 
Inspectorate  and  the  Animal  Procedures 
Committee,  and  are  only  granted  when  the 
Home  Secretary  feels  the  use  of  animals  is 
justified  and  the  method  appropriate.  The 
Act  states  that  in  deciding  this,  he  has  to 
weigh  up  the  likely  adverse  effect  on  animals 
against  the  likely  benefits  from  the  work. 

Dr  Michael  Balls,  of  FRAME,  was 
involved  in  the  formation  of  the  new  law.  "It 
is  an  excellent  move  forward",  he  says.  "Now 
all  tests  will  have  to  be  justified". 

BUAV,  on  the  other  hand,  consider  it  a 
farce.  "We  see  it  as  a  white  wash",  says 
Alasdair  Broun.  "There  is  no  definition  of 
what  constitutes  a  necessary  experiment  and 
so  we  don't  believe  it  will  reduce  the  number 
of  tests  on  animals  carried  out.  The  animal 
welfare  organisation  represented  was  the 
RSPCA,  which  isn't  totally  anti- 
vivisectionist.  What  we're  fighting  for  is  the 
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Almay's  range  (above)  use  human  skin  tests  in  British 
laboratories  say  ingredients  are  tested  on  animals  in  the 
States.  And  (left)  some  products  under  the  choose  cruelty-free 
campaign  banner 


total  abolition  of  tests  —  and  the  use  of 
alternative  methods  like  tissue  cultures, 
computer  models  and  simulations,  and 
testing  on  volunteers." 

It  is  this  absolute  definition  that  makes 
them  sceptical  of  FRAME. 

Frame  looks  to  move  on  from  animal 
tests.  One  of  their  current  projects,  for 
example,  is  the  irritancy  test,  in  which  Dr 
Balls  says  the  use  of  animals  has  fallen 
dramatically.  "By  using  in  vitro  screening 
methods,  harmful  chemicals  are  caught 
early  on,  so  are  less  likely  to  cause  damage. 
Animals  are  only  used  to  confirm  what  we 
believe  is  a  negative  result.  And  we  don't 
just  want  to  replace  animal  tests,  but  move 
on  to  better  ones,"  he  says. 

While  commenting  on  the  Choose 
Cruelty  Free  campaign  as  "a  noble  way  of 
thinking",  Dr  Balls  underlines  the  danger  of 
thinking  in  simply  black/white,  yes/no 
terms.  "Because  people  will  always  use 
cosmetics,  safety  has  to  be  considered.  In 
this  sense  it  is  a  preventative  medicine.  And 
not  all  cosmetics  are  a  luxury  anyway. 
Toiletries  fall  into  this  category  too,  which 
are  often  used  for  medical  purposes." 

The  cosmetic  industry  points  out  the 
need  to  meet  legal  safety  requirements.  EEC 
Directives  and  the  Cosmetic  Products 
(Safety)  Regulations  Act  1984,  says  cosmetic 
products  (which  include  toiletries, 
protective  and  decorative  cosmetics,  and 
perfumes)  must  not  be  liable  to  cause 
damage  to  human  health.  And  the  1974 
Health  &  Safety  at  Work  Act  requires 
suppliers  and  manufacturers  to  ensure 
products  are  safe. 

"The  existing  legal  framework  requires 
animal  testing  for  new  ingredients  such  as 
preservatives,  but  not  for  many  existing 
substances",  says  director-general  of  the 
Cosmetic  Toiletry  and  Perfumery 
Association,  Marion  Kelly.  "We  are  in  a 
'Catch  22'  situation.  Some  argue  that  there  is 
no  need  for  improvement,  but  the  perfect 
ingredients  haven't  been  found,  the  totally 
hypo-allergenic  product  does  not  yet  exist. 

"We  are  glad  the  new  law  has  avoided  a 
total  prohibition  of  testing  because  then  we 
could  not  innovate.  The  world  competition 
would,"  says  Marion  Kelly.  And  she  points 
out  that  few,  if  any,  final  products  are  tested 
on  animals  but  that  the  ingredients  will  have 
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been.  "We  formulate  goods  we  believe  are 
not  harmful  and  then  test  to  confirm  this,  so 
irritancy  should  be  minimal." 

These  facts  have  been  reiterated  by 
cosmetic  houses.  But  whether  they  join  those 
who  make  the  advertising  claim  "we  do  not 
test  our  products  on  animals"  (when  often 
the  ingredients  have  been  tested),  is  a  point 
of  discussion.  Dr  Balls  suggests  it  is  often  a 
question  of  careful  wording,  sometimes 
involving  deception,  sometimes  just  woolly 
thinking. 

It  has  become  a  marketing  as  well  as  a 
moral  issue.  Marion  Kelly  gives  the  example 
of  a  health  shop's  recent  request  for  a  list  of 
companies  who  do  not  test  on  animals.  "I 
explained  that  most  product  ingredients 
have  been  tested  on  animals  in  the  past,  but 
some  companies  have  a  policy  of  not  testing 
final  products,  or  using  ingredients  which 
havn't  been  tested  in  the  last  five  years,"  says 
Ms  Kelly.  "The  Health  Food  shop  then  asked 
for  a  list  of  companies  who  say  they  don't 
test." 

"Choose  Cruelty-free"  list  companies 
which  it  says  have  stated  they  do  not  test 
their  products  or  ingredients  on  living 
animals.  It  includes  Creighton  Products, 
Barry  M  and  Beauty  without  Cruelty. 

"We  see  our  products  related  to  the 
growing  trend  in  vegetarian  living,  and  use 
no  animal  derived  ingredients,"  says  BWC 
products  development  co-ordinator  Susan 
Piccioni.  While  the  ingredients  have  been 
tested  in  the  past,  she  says  the  company's 
policy  is  not  to  use  products  which  have 
been  tested  in  the  last  ten  years.  This  is  stated 
in  the  product  brochure. 

But  what  of  the  £2  billion  plus  cosmetic 
market  which  stands  "outside"  this  new 
sector.  A  fine  line  separates  BUAV's  listing 
and  other  major  brands. 

Stagelight  Cosmetics  spokesman  Julie 
McClean,  for  example,  said  the  company 
does  not  test  products  on  animals  but  did  not 
highlight  this  because  it  is  not  its  marketing 
aim.  Versatility,  colour  and  value  is.  Revlon 
admit  that  while  there's  no  testing  of 
ingredients  and  products  on  animals  in  this 
country  —  in  America  there  is.  The  Federal 
Food  and  Drug  Administration,  they  say, 
has  established  animal  testing  as  the  only 
protective  method.  At  the  same  time  Revlon 
is  committed  to  finding  alternative  testing 


methods  —  this  year  giving  its  sixth  grant  to 
The  Rockefeller  University  to  do  just  that. 
Meanwhile  animal  testing  has  been  reduced 
by  30  per  cent,  claims  the  company,  by,  for 
instance,  avoiding  duplicate  tests. 

Yardley  make  no  claim  about  testing  in 
their  advertising,  but  say  products  and 
ingredients  are  not  tested  in  Britain.  "We 
prefer  to  sell  our  products  on  the  basis  of 
quality,"  says  research  and  development 
manager  William  Scotland,  who  explains 
they  use  independent  consultant  contact 
dermatologists  using  occluded  patch  tests  on 
human  volunteers. 

Almay's  laboratories  employ  human 
skin  tests  for  their  hypo-allergenic  products 
range,  and  say  no  animal  is  used  in  testing 
the  final  product  in  this  country,  though  in 
America  ingredients  are  tested  on  animals. 
"While  we  are  always  looking  to  improve 
products  —  safety  has  to  come  first",  says 
group  product  manager  Senta  Young. 

"We  are  very  sympathetic  to  the 
principle  of  the  "Choose  Cruelty-free' 
campaign,  we  are  disappointed  we  were  not 
contacted  for  our  views.  If  you  want  to  make 
an  impact  you  have  to  communicate  with  the 
people  in  the  industry.  And  the  consumer 
needs  to  know  the  whole  story." 
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Cream  and  Ointment  -  Containing  Hydrocortisone  BP  1% 


PRODUCT 
Presentation  Efcortelan  P  Cream  and 
Ointment  contain  10%  Hydrocortisone  BR 
Indications  For  the  treatment  of  irritant 
dermatitis,  contact  allergic  dermatitis  and 
insect  bite  reactions. 

Dosage  and  administration  Use  sparingly 
over  a  small  area  once  or  twice-a-day  for  a 
maximum  period  of  1  week. 
Contra-indications  Do  not  use  on  the 
eyes  or  face,  ano-genital  region,  or  broken 


INFORMATION 

or  infected  skin.  Do  not  use  in  pregnancy 
without  medical  advice.  Not 
recommended  for  use  in  children  under  10 
years  of  age  without  medical  advice. 
Product  Licence  numbers  Efcortelan  P 
Cream  0004/0327.  Efcortelan  P  Ointment 
0004/0326. 

Product  Licence  holder: 

Glaxo  Operations  UK  Limited 
Greenford,  Middlesex  UB6  0HE 


Further  information  on  Efcortelan  P  (trade  mark)  is  available  on  request  from:  Glaxo  Laboratories  Limited,  Greenford,  Middlesex  UB6  0HE 


Glaxo 


Leaders  in  topical  steroid  therapy 


Profit  per  foot.  Handed 

to  you 
on  a  plate,  a  cup, 


a  spoon,  a  rattle, 
a  brush... 
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his  is  the  unique  First 
Years  Merchandiser. 

A  range  of  over  60  first 
class  children's  products  -  in  a 
space  just  3'  x  5!  Divided  into 
feeding  aids,  playthings  and 
childcare  the  First  Years  range 
is  already  a  brand  leader  in 
the  United  States. 

I*  the  first  years 


By  using  standard  modular 
pack  sizes  throughout,  First 
Years  can  give  you  up  to 
25%  more  product  per  square; 
foot.  And  with  the  superb 
design  and  safety-conscious 
construction  of  all  the  First 
Years  products,  you  can  start 
planning  for  more  than  a  25% 
increase  in  profits. 

It  couldn't  be  easier. 
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Just  call  our  rapid  telephone  order 
service  on:  0742  348736/7. 

Or  contact  our  sales  support  team, 
A.L.  Simpkin  &  Co  Ltd., 
Hunter  Road,  Sheffield  S6  4LD. 


Name:  Karol  Pazik 
Age:  22 

Nationality:  British  (of  Polish 
parentage) 

Work  experience:  On  a  building  site 
Interests:  Poetry  and  dancing 
Ambition:  To  write  a  novel 

Poetry.  Poland  and  a  pay  packet  were 
the  strongest  influences  on  Karol  Pazik's 
life  when  he  entered  college  three 
years  ago  to  study  pharmacy.  But  now 
his  energies  and  enthusiasm  all  centre 
on  his  new  found  profession.  C&D 
talked  to  the  new  graduate  about  his 
study  and  career  plans, 


A  degree  of  commitment 


When  Karol  Pazik  opted  to  study 
pharmacy  it  was  because  "he  didn't 
make  the  grades  to  get  into  veterinary 
college",  and  because  "it  offered  the 
security  of  a  100  per  cent  career 
opportunity".  Three  years  on  he  admits  it  has 
come  to  mean  a  lot  more. 

"The  profession  is  like  a  college  dance", 
he  explains.  "I  love  darcing  and  so  join  in 
even  if  I  don't  like  the  tune.  Even  if  the  'tune' 
of  the  subject  doesn't  suit,  there's  a  lot  to  be 
gained  from  putting  your  all  into  it." 

Karol  completed  his  pharmacy  degree  at 
Liverpool  Polytechnic  this  month  and  soon 
starts  his  pre- registration  year  at  the  city's 
Whiston  Hospital.  The  "scouse"  sociability, 
pubs  and  clubs  and  Anfield  atmosphere,  all 
helped  make  it  a  great  time,  he  says,  and  he 
intends  to  write  a  novel  about  Northern  life, 
and  the  drug  problem.  But  now  his 
excitement  is  for  his  future  as  a  pharmacist. 

"The  first  thing  I  learned  was  the 
importance  of  the  profession,"  says  Karol. 
"Lecturers  stress  that  the  responsibility  is  no 
longer  to  yourself  but  to  others." 

Born  into  a  Polish  family,  with  parents 
both  refugees  in  World  War  II,  Karol  has 
been  taught  to  take  pride  in  his  freedom  and 
opportunities  offered.  His  father  manages  a 
building  firm  in  Surrey,  and  so  every  bit  of 
spare  time  since  the  age  of  13  was  spent 
helping  out  on  a  site.  "There  we're  presented 
with  problems  to  solve  and  machinery  to 
help.  It's  helped  me  to  approach  my  science 
creatively,"  he  says. 

"My  ambition  is  to  work  in 
pharmaceutical     technology  .  .  .  the 
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formulation  of  drugs.  I'd  like  to  research  a 
delivery  system  for  insulin  and  I  have  an 
idea  for  stabilising  aerosol  suspensions. 

"In  a  way  I  think  the  course  would 
benefit  in  allowing  us  to  specialise  more  —  a 
sandwich  course  structure  might  help  give 
us  a  direction." 

For  Karol,  pharmacy  is  a  curriculum  that 
extends  into  the  coffee  bar.  It  became  more 
a  way  of  life  than  a  way  into  a  job.  From 
departmental  pantomines  like  the  recent 
"Bungle  Jook",  where  in  Act  I  students  "took 
off"  lecturers  —  Karol  mimicking  a  micro- 
biology teacher  (he  nevertheless  passed 
microbiology!)  —  and  lecturers  ribbing 
students  in  Act  II;  to  the  serious  discussions 
of  the  BPS  A  conference. 

"You  can't  take  your  professional 
responsibilities  too  far.  At  this  stage  you're 
just  one  in  thousands  of  students,"  he  says. 
"If  we  started  to  preach  about  AIDS  we'd  be 
told  where  to  go.  We'll  have  to  wait  until  we 
work  in  the  community  before  we  can  take 
on  that  role."  But  he  does  believe  it  is  the 
ideal  starting  place  for  later  tasks. 

"The  BPSA  may  seem  to  many  like  our 
excuse  for  a  good  time,"  he  says.  And  while 
he  admits  it  is  a  good  time  .  .  .  with  sports, 
charity  events,  drinking  sessions  and  extra 
curricular  links  (  he  was,  when  we  met,  just 
setting  off  on  holiday  with  his  girlfriend  —  a 
fellow  BPSA  delegate)  he  stresses  it's  more 
than  love  life,  lager  and  laughs. 

"The  BPSA  has  a  lot  to  offer  pharmacy  as 
a  whole,"  he  says.  "In  recent  years  it  has 
earned  more  respect  and  is  becoming  more 
professional  in  attitude. 


"Pharmacy  is  going  to  be  our  future,  so 
it's  important  we  put  our  all  into  it.  We  have 
views  and  they  should  be  heard,"  he  adds. 
This  has  been  echoed  at  BPSA  conferences, 
last  year  in  Cardiff,  where  Nuffield  and  the 
new  contract  were  discussed  in  depth,  and 
this  year  in  Edinburgh  (April  25,  p756). 

"Take  for  example  the  issue  discussed 
this  year,  of  the  increasing  number  of  ethnic 
minorities  coming  before  the  Statutory 
Committee,"  says  Karol  "I  recognised  there 
was  a  problem  there,  as  did  my  friend  who's 
Asian.  It  would  have  been  too  flippant  of  us 
to  cast  if  off  as  'racist.'  It  affects  both  of  us  and 
our  contemporaries." 

While  links  with  fellow  pharmacists  are 
good,  there's  presently  little  communication 
with  related  disciplines.  "There's  an  element 
of  snobbery  when  you  first  come  to  college," 
says  Karol.  "We  might  be  'mere' 
pharmacists  to,  say,  medics,  and  others 
'mere'  biochemists  to  us,"  he  laughs,  "but  it's 
a  naivety  that's  soon  knocked  out  of  us. 

"It  would  be  good  to  promote  contact 
with  other  medical  disciplines  .  .  .  even  if 
only  in  the  bar  or  on  the  football  pitch.  We 
are  all  going  to  be  part  of  the  primary  health 
care  team,  so  what  better  way  to  start. 

"Pharmacy  has  for  me  changed  from  a 
limited  option  to  a  field  of  limitless 
possibilities,  he  says.  I've  always  wanted  to 
write  a  novel,  and  my  life  in  Liverpool, 
experience  of  the  drug  problem  in  the  city, 
and  knowledge  of  drugs,  can  now  be 
directed  into  that.  "I'm  not  sure  what  tune 
they'll  be  playing  in  five  years,  but  I'm 
certainly  going  to  enjoy  the  dance." 
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Council  to  re-examine 
election  procedure 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Council  is  to  reconsider  the  method 
of  election  of  its  members. 

Moving  that  Council  debate  the  single 
transerable  vote  versus  the  simple  X 
system,  Mr  John  Balmford  said  at  this 
month  meeting  that  12  elections  had  been 
held  since  the  introduction  of  the  STV  in 
1976.  Council  had  last  debated  the  subject 
in  July  1979,  when  his  motion  seeking  a 
reversion  to  the  "X"  system  had  been  lost 
by  13  votes  to  5.  On  that  occassion,  Mr 
Darling  had  suggested  that  it  was  too  early 
to  ask  the  Privy  Council  for  the  Bylaws  to 
be  amended  again,  and  he  had  suggested 
waiting  for  five  years.  Mr  Balmford  said 
that  he  had  now  waited  eight  years. 
Professor  Beckett  seconded  the  motion.  Mr 
David  Allen  said  the  membership  did  not 
understand  the  system,  despite  the  many  it 
had  been  explained,  so  did  not  bother  to 
vote,  and  the  voting  figures  over  the  past 
four  or  five  years  had  been  appallingly 
low. 

Mr  Walker  disagreed;  under  STV  the 
vote  had  been  27  to  30  per  cent  of  papers 
issued.  He  was  against  tedious  debates  in 
which  nothing  new  was  said  and  old 
prejudices  were  rehearsed.  D:  Booth, 
supporting  the  motion,  said  that  he  would 
like  to  hear  the  argument  sustained  that 
the  Council  was  more  representative 
under  the  STV  system. 

Dr  Maddock  supported  the  need  for  a 
debate  but  said  it  should  not  be  confined  to 
the  simple  issue  of  whether  to  use  the  "X" 
or  STV  system.  A  more  important  factor 
was  representation  on  the  Council  of 
minority  sections  of  the  profession.  He 
thought  he  could  make  a  good  case  for 
using  STV. 

Mr  Balmford  said  that  the  voting 
percentage  had  risen  to  a  post-war  peak  of 
38.6  per  cent  in  1975,  the  last  year  prior  to 
the  STV  system.  It  dropped  to  its  all  time 
low,  25.1  percent,  in  1982.  The  motion 
was  passed. 

Free  movement  The  Society  is  to  seek  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  an  additional 
control  on  the  free  movement  of  European 
Community  Pharmacists. 

The  Law  Committee  was  reminded 
that,  while  the  EC  directive  was  intended 
to  permit  free  movement  of  pharmacists 
withm  member  states,  the  "Prag 
amendment"  restricted  foreign 
pharmacists  from  a  new  pharmacy  or  from 
purchasing  one  which  had  been 
registered  for  less  than  three  years.  It  now 


appeared,  however,  that  the  necessary 
legislation  under  the  Medicines  Act  1968 
would  also  prevent  such  a  pharmacist 
exercising  personal  control  in  any 
pharmacy  which  had  been  registered  for 
less  than  three  years  (this  week,  p57). 

Concern  was  expressed  within  the 
Committee  that  the  proposal  went  further 
than  the  "Prag  amendment"  in  the 
directive.  Council  agreed  the  Society 
should  have  discussions  with  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  with  a  view  to 
seeking  removal  of  the  limitation  on 
personal  control  from  draft  legislation. 
State  of  hospital  service  Council  again 
expressed  concern  about  the  condition  of 
the  NHS  hospital  pharmaceutical  service. 

The  secretary  and  registrar  said  he  had 
written  to  the  Minister  for  Health  Mr  Tony 
Newton  seeking  a  further  meeting.  The 
main  point  oustanding  was  the  need  for  a 
review  of  the  service. 

The  president,  Mr  Bernard  Silverman, 
said  it  appeared  that  members  wanted  an 
independent  inguiry  with  the  Minister's 
approval,  but  if  that  did  not  happen 
perhaps  the  Council  should  be  prepared 
to  fund  one  itself.  Mr  Walker  expressed 
the  need  for  urgency,  and  said  that  it 
would  take  far  too  long  to  set  up  an 
independent  review  body. 

The  president  pointed  out  that  an 
independent  inguiry  would  not  be  able  to 
act  expeditiously  in  a  crisis.  It  would  go 
some  way  to  showing  that  the  Council 
meant  business,  but  thought  had  to  be 
given  to  other  action  as  well.  The  treasurer 
felt  that  establishing  an  independent 
mguiry  would  help  provide  the  boost 
needed  by  hospital  staff  and  would  also 
stop  a  lot  of  the  erosion  taking  place. 

Mr  Nathan  said  that  the  Government 
would  not  necessarily  take  heed  of  an 
independent  inquiry.  It  could  be  a  waste  of 
time  and  resources. .  More  immediate  and 
definite  action  was  required. 

Professor  Smith  thought  much  might 
be  achieved  by  an  independent  inquiry, 
but  said  if  it  were  done  without  the 
approval  of  the  Minister  it  would  achieve 
nothing. 

Mobile  pharmacies.  The  Council  is  to 
reconvene  its  working  party  on  mobile 
pharmacies  to  consider  the  provision  of 
transportable  part-time  pharmacies 
providing  pharmaceutical  services  at 
fixed  points. 

That  decision  arose  after  a  meeting 
with  representatives  of  the  PSNC,  at  which 
the  view  had  been  expressed  that  the  legal 


problems  associated  with  mobile 
pharmacies  might  not  apply  to 
transportable  premises.  Other  topics 
considered  at  the  joint  meeting  with  the 
PSNC  included  standards  of  premises  and 
practice,  provision  of  pharmaceutical 
services  by  doctors  or  their  wives  or  other 
nominees,  the  new  contract  and  dilution 
of  medicines.  The  next  meeting  is  to  be  on 
November  20. 

Repeat  prescribing  The  Society  is  to 
indicate  its  support  for  most  of  the 
recommendations  made  in  a  document  on 
repeat  prescribing  produced  by  the 
Society  of  Family  Practitioner  Committee. 

The  document  was  produced  as  a 
result  of  anxieties  expressed  at  that 
Society's  annual  meeting.  It  recommends 
prescribing  by  period  of  supply,  with  a 
maximum  of  28  days'  and  a  triplicate 
repeat  script  system.  It  recommends  that 
there  should  be  either  a  national  policy  on 
repeat  prescribing  or  encouragement  by 
FPCs  of  good  practice.  It  also 
recommends  greater  collaboration 
between  physicians  and  pharmacists, 
improvements  in  the  provision  of 
information  to  patients,  clearer  labelling 
with  expiry  dates,  and  a  role  for 
community  pharmacists  in  domiciliary 
visiting  and  advice  for  residential  homes. 

Council  agreed  that  its  comments 
should  be  conveyed  to  the  Society  of  FPCs 
and  that  the  matter  should  be  included  on 
the  agenda  of  the  next  meeting  with  the 
British  Medical  Association. 
Information  to  patients  Council  has 
agreed  that  the  Society  should  support 
proposals  by  the  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  for  improving  the 
patient  product  information. 

A  letter,  to  be  sent  to  the  ABPI, 
supports  the  concept,  proposed  by 
Professor  George's  working  party,  of  a 
two-sided  patient  package  insert  of 
standardised  layout,  with  one  side  bearing 
simple  information  and  the  other  more 
detailed,  to  be  included  in  original  packs. 
The  leaflets  should  be  produced  by  the 
individual  companies  to  ABPI  guidelines 
and  authorised  by  the  licensing  authority. 

The  letter  also  approves  the  idea  of  a 
published  compendium  of  PPIs. 

The  Society  supports  the  BMA  in 
opposing  any  reference  to  dosage, 
because  many  products  can  be  prescribed 
for  a  wide  range  of  conditions  with 
considerable  dosage  variation.  The  letter 
also  supports  the  disclosure  of  the  names, 
but  not  the  quantities,  of  ingredients  other 
than  active  ingredients,  and  it  suggests 
that  leaflets  should  give  advice  on  the 
action  to  be  taken  if  side  effects  are 
experienced. 

The  letter  says  that  the  Society  is 
proposing  to  call  a  meeting  of  a  number  of 
community  pharmacists  and  information 
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pharmacists  to  formulate  proposals  for 
content  and  layout  of  leaflets. 
Defective  products  A  reply  has  been 
received  from  the  chief  pharmaceutical 
officer  at  the  Department  of  Health,  Dr 
Brian  Wills,  in  response  to  the  Society's 
letter  about  the  lack  of  progress  in 
defining  the  means  whereby  pharmacists 
contractors  can  be  informed  about 
defective  medicinal  products.  The  letter 
says  that  the  long-promised  meeting  would 
be  set  up  as  soon  as  possible.  Dr  Willis 
admits  that  the  current  arrangements  were 
inefficient  and  imperfect,  but  emphasised 
that  in  the  event  of  a  serious,  life- 
threatenmg  defect,  the  DHSS  would 
continue  to  use  the  media  and  insist  on  the 
full  efforts  of  the  licence  holder  to  ensure 
that  all  contractors  were  informed. 
Leaflet  survey  The  Society  is  to  express 
concern  that  a  proposed  nationwide  study 
of  prescription  medicine  information 
leaflets,  involving  only  Boots  pharmacies, 
could  give  an  atypical  response.  A  letter 
to  the  research  group  will  suggest  a 
possible  means  of  overcoming  some  of  the 
problems  in  using  a  broader  cross  section 
of  pharmacies. 


Support  for  certificates.  The  Society  is  to 
write  to  the  PSNC  indicating  its  support  for 
the  involvement  of  community 
pharmacists  in  the  sale  of  NHS 
prescription  prepayment  certificates.  The 
letter  will  also  support  the  suggested 
introduction  of  a  prescription  charge  card 

Pharmacist 
wrote  scripts' 


system,  under  which  paid  charges  would 
be  entered  on  a  card  held  by  the  patient 
and,  after  a  certain  agreed  level, 
subsequent  prescriptions  would  be  free. 
OPD  The  Society's  working  party  on 
original  pack  dispensing  is  to  be 
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for  two  local  doctors  and  wrote  out 
prescriptions  when  requested.  The 
inspector  had  also  found  that  the 
pharmacy  had  dispensed  incomplete 


The  Society  is  to  bring  legal 
proceedings  against  a  community 
pharmacist  for  writing 
prescriptions  on  blank  FP10  forms 
for  later  signing  by  doctors. 

He  is  to  be  prosecuted  under  section 
58  of  the  Medicines  Act  1968,  which 
prohibits  the  supply  of  prescription  only 
medicines  other  than  on  a  prescription 
from  an  appropriate  practitioner. 

The  Law  Committee  heard  that  one  of 
the  Society's  inspectors  had  discovered 
the  pharmacist  kept  pads  of  blank  FPlOs 


prescriptions  for  Equagesic  and  other 
Controlled  Drugs. 

When  the  matter  came  before  the 
Council,  Mr  Ashwin  Tanna  said  doctors 
were  just  as  guilty  in  leaving  unsigned 
forms  lying  around.  The  pharmacist 
concerned  had  said  he  had  dispensed 
with  the  doctor's  consent. 

Mr  Balmford,  seconded  by  Mr 
Nathan,  moved  that  the  matter  be 
referred  back  to  the  Committee  to  elicit 
more  information  about  whether  the 
supplies  had  been  at  the  prescriber's 
request.  The  motion  was  lost. 


6  4Tn  business,  having  good 
JLcontacts  is  half  the  battle. 

Not  just  good  sales  leads. 
I  mean  good  suppliers,  too. 

Take  CPS,  my  contract  packer. 
We'll  discuss  the  job  1  have  in 
mind,  agree  on  a  price,  and  if  I 

Contract  Pharmaceutic 
tablet  and  capsule  counting,  powder  pack 
by  The  Department  of  Health 
Contract  Pharmaceutical  Services 


put  the  work  their  way  all  the 
problems  are  off  my  shoulders. 

They  just  seem  to  roll  their 
sleeves  up  and  get  on  with  it. 

Using  CPS  frees  me  to  tackle 
the  other  ninety  seven  panics 
going  on  with  some  chance  of 


efficient  decision  making. 

You  know,  CPS  are  probably 
the  most  professional,  punctual, 
hardworking  supplier  I  deal  with. 

But  they  only  seem  to  cross  my 
mind  when  I'm  enjoying  a  little 
free  time  at  weekends.  9  J 


CONTRACT 

j|  Services  are  specialists  in  blister  and  strip  packing  of  tablets  and  capsules.  PHARMACEUTICAL 
ing,  liquid  filling,  product  formulation  and  manufacture,  all  undertaken  on  premises  licenced  SERVICES 

LIMITED 


and  Social  Security  For  further  information  call  Burton-on-Trent  (0283)  22161b 
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Society  objects 
to  re-opening  of 
Writtle  case 

Council  agreed  that  a  letter  be 
sent  to  the  Secretary  for  Social 
Services*  Mr  Ifohn  Moore,  objecting 
to  any  re-examination  of  the  rural 
dispensing  issue  in  Writtle.  Essex. 

The  letter,  signed  by  the  secretary 
and  registrar,  refers  to  the  possibility  of 
the  doctors  involved  seeking  a  judicial 
review  of  Mr  Norman  Fowler's  decision 
to  turn  down  their  appeal  after  the  Rural 
Dispensing  Committee  refused  their 
application  to  dispense. 

The  letter  points  out  that  Council 
would  appreciate  being  informed  of  any 
decisions  taken  by  Mr  Moore  at  the 
DHSS,  and  any  proposed  actions:  "I 
understand  that  at  one  time 
consideration  was  being  given  to  a  re- 


opening of  the  appeal  with  the  possibility 
of  an  oral  hearing,  the  latter  not  being 
part  of  the  original  appeal  procedure, 
and  now  I  gather  that  the  matter  may  be 
considered  ab  initio  by  the  dispensing 
subcommittee. 

"If  either  course  of  action  is  being 
contemplated,  the  Society  would  wish  to 
register  its  objection.  It  took  many 
meetings  of  both  professions  and  your 
officials  to  come  to  agreement  on  the 
content  of  the  Regulations  and 
Memorandum  on  procedure.  If  it  were 
now  suggested  that  a  course  of  action  be 
taken  which  is  outside  the  Regulations, 
the  confidence  of  the  profession  in  the 
whole  fabric  of  the  Clothier  agreement 
would  be  seriously  undermined.  Support 
for  the  rural  dispensing  arrangements  is 
by  no  means  universal  within  either 
profession  and  any  departure  from  the 
current  procedure  could  do  untold  harm 
and  simply  stimulate  further  judicial 
actions.  Rather  than  rely  on  hearsay,  I 
would  appreciate  being  informed  of  the 
current  position." 


One  of  the  best 
known  names  in 
pharmaceutical 
contract  manufacturing 


Regent  Laboratories  Ltd.  at  its 
works  in  Park  Royal,  London  has 
extensive  contract  manufacturing 
facilities  available,  covering  most  non- 
sterile  solid  and  liquid  dosage  forms. 

Amongst  the  products  regularly 
manufactured  are  plain,  sugar  and  film- 
coated  tablets,  hard  capsules,  powders, 
liquids  and  suspensions,  ointments, 
creams  and  toothpastes.  Regent  have  a 
dedicated  unit  for  beta-lactum  anti- 
biotics and  has  specialised  facilities  for 
the  manufacture  of  products  containing 
high  potency  oestrogens,  progestogens 
and  anti-cancer  agents.  The  company 
can  provide  a  total  contract  service  with 
all  normal  packaging  services. 

For  full  details  contact 

Regent  Laboratories  Ltd., 
Cunard  Road,  London  NWK)  6PN. 
Telephone:  01-965  3637 
Telex:  926077  ReglabG 
Fax:  01-965  4453 
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reconvened,  to  consider  various  aspects  of 
proposals  put  forward  by  the  BMA's 
General  Medical  Services  Committee. 
I  The  Society's  policy  has  been  fully 
explained  at  a  meeting  with  officials  of  the 
DHSS.  The  Society's  main  argument  had 
been  that  there  should,  with  limited 
exceptions,  be  only  one  pack  size  of  28 
units.  A  special  plea  had  been  made  that 
the  Minister  should  introduce  the 
necessary  legislative  changes  as  soon  as 
possible  but,  failing  that,  he  should  at  least 
give  guidance  to  the  industry  to  prevent 
haphazard  development. 
Need  for  thermometers  Council  has 
agreed  to  commend  to  members  the  use  of 
maximum/miniumum  thermometers  in 
pharmacy  refrigerators. 
Capping  containers  A  letter  is  to  be  sent 
to  producers  of  dispensing  containers 
suggesting  that  the  packaging  should 
incorporate  advice  on  the  importance  of 
capping  empty  containers  as  soon  as  they 
are  removed  from  the  packaging.  Advice 
on  capping  empty  containers  is  to  be  given 
to  pharmacists  by  the  Society's  inspectors. 
Sustained-release  theophylline  Council 
agreed  that  advice  should  be  issued  to 
pharmacists  on  the  ineguivalence  of 
sustained- release,  oral  theophylline 
preparations. 

MAOI  cards.  The  Society  is  to  urge  the 
DHSS  to  make  a  decision  on  the 
suggestion  that  monoamine  oxidase 
inhibitor  cards  should  in  future  be  printed 
black  on  yellow  card.  Other  topics 
considered  at  a  meeting  with 
representatives  of  the  British  Medical 
Association  included  OPD,  information  to 
patients,  security  of  prescriptions,  product 
liability,  residential  homes,  prescription 
charges,  doctor-pharmacist  relationships, 
the  5ml  dose  convention  and  problems  in 
the  subscribing  of  oral  sustained- release 
theophylline  preparations.  The  next  joint 
meeting  will  be  on  November  12. 
Parliamentary  advisers.  Mr  John 
Hannam,  MP,  and  Mr  G.  J.  Oakes,  MP 
have  been  reappointed  as  the  Society's 
Parliamentary  advisers. 
Wholesaler  representative.  The 
composition  of  the  community  pharmacy 
subcommittee  of  the  Practice  Committee  is 
to  be  broadened  by  inviting  a  pharmacist 
from  the  wholesale  section  of  the 
profession  to  serve. 

Membership  cards.  Council  has  agreed 
that  the  issuing  of  membership  cards  to 
members  of  the  Society  should  continue, 
but  that  an  alternative  supplier  be  found  in 
an  attempt  to  avoid  the  delays  experienced 
in  1986  and  1987.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
card  should  be  similar  composition  to 
those  currently  issued,  rather  than 
changing  to  a  card  of  the  credit  card  type, 
which  would  involve  additional  expense 
and  administration  problems. 
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New  DextrosoF  drink. 
We  know  they'll  go  for  it. 


Quenching  the  thirst  for  energy. 

Everyone  knows  that  active 
people  like  Dextrosol,  the  top- 
selling,  energy-giving  tablets,  so 
what  could  be  more  natural  than 
offering  a  delicious,  thirst  quench- 
ing Dextrosol  drink? 
Refreshing  and  revitalising. 

Made  from  Glucose,  Minerals 
and  55%  pure,  natural  Orange 
Juice,  lightly  sparkling  Dextrosol 
drink  is  uniquely  refreshing  as 
well  as  revitalising.  And  it's  free 
from  thirst  creating  sodium  and 
all  artificial  colours,  flavourings 
and  preservatives. 
The  backing  to  win. 

In  research,  Dextrosol  drink 
ran  away  with  the  honours.  Now 


it's  out  to  win  the  race  for  sales, 
backed  by  £750,000  of  Dextrosol 
National  press  support,  Sports 
press,  Posters  and  Sponsorship. 

How  you  can  go  for  it. 

250ml  cans  of  Dextrosol  drink, 
shrinkwrapped  in  24s  are  available 
from  your  usual  Dextrosol  tablet 
supplier.  For  further  help  orinfor- 
mation,  please  contact:  Customer 
Services  Dept,  CPC  (U.K.)  Ltd, 
Claygate  House,  Esher,  Surrey 
KT10  9PN.  Tel:  0372  62181. 

DEXTROSOL® 

OFFICIAL  ENERGY  PRODUCTS  TO: 


BRITISH 
ASSOCIATION 
OF  NATIONAL 
COACHES 


Best  Foods 


A  Division  of  CPC  (United  Kingdom)  Lid 
i  DEXTROSOL  IS  A  REGISTERED  TRADE  MAR 


LETTERS 


Pharmacist  Ian  Nimmo  arrived  at  Wimbledon's  Centre  Court  last  Sunday  in  a  chauffeur 
driven  car,  care  of  Vestric  and  Smith  &  Nephew.  Mr  Nimmo  won  a  "spot  the  ball"  tennis 
contest,  qualifying  for  entry  by  ordering  S&N  products  through  Vestric.  He's  pictured 
here  receiving  the  tickets  from  S6#J  national  accounts  manager  Tony  Baker  (centre  right) 
while  Vestric's  marketing  director  David  Taylor  (far  left)  and  Vestric  Gateshead  branch 
manager  Paul  Chambers  (far  right)  look  on 


Goodwill  to 
Xrayser?  

The  statement  by  Xrayser  in  your  June  20 
issue  could  give  the  impression  that  there 
is  some  formula  for  goodwill  of  a 
pharmacy.  The  net  profit  is  by  no  means 
the  only  factor  which  decides  the  goodwill 
value,  which  ultimately  depends  upon  the 
market,  and  upon  supply  and  demand. 

The  market  forces  can  of  course  be 
distorted  by  imperfections  in  the  market 
itself,  imperfections  due  to  ignorance  or 
other  human  failings.  Goodwill  values  are 
not  uniform  throughout  the  country  and 
are  influenced  by  non-financial 
considerations  such  as  amenities  in  an 
area  and  personal  idiosyncracies,  etc. 

So  no  "formula",  please!  And  I  suggest 
we  think  in  terms  of  "pure"  profit  rather 
than  net  —  pure  profit  being,  roughly, 
what  is  left  after  an  owner/manager  has 
paid  himself  or  herself  the  going  rate  for 
services  to  the  business.  Goodwill 
valuation  is  a  mixture  of  art  and  science:  a 
"formula"  can  raise  or  dash  expectations 
quite  unjustifiably. . 
E.A.  Jensen 
Brighton 

Rural  limits! 

The  difference  between  the  Dispensing 
Doctors'  Association  and  the  Rural 
Pharmacists'  Association  is  that  the  DDA  is 
determined  to  look  after  the  rights  of  the 
patients,  whom  we  all  serve,  and  the 
doctors.  The  RPA  on  the  other  hand  is 
firmly  and  squarely  an  organisation  to  look 
after  the  chemists'  interests  and  nobody 
else's.  Hence  John  Davies'  recent  letter 
asking  for  an  extension  of  that  restrictive 
practice  regulation,  the  one-mile  rule. 
This,  of  course,  only  benefits  the  chemist 
as  it  compels  the  patient  to  use  his  shop,  ie 
removes  the  freedom  of  choice. 

If  Mr  Davies  and  co  disagree,  perhaps 
they  will  join  the  DDA  in  campaigning  for 
the  reintroduction  of  this  freedom  of 
choice  for  patients.  Unlike  the  RPA  we 
know  we,  and  our  patients,  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  that.  So,  how  about  it,  John? 
David  Roberts,  chairman, 
The  Dispensing  Doctors'  Association 

Helping  drug 

abusers 

Dr  H.  Maddock's  excellent  "Drug  Abuse 
Guide"  is  a  most  welcome  addition  to  the 
pharmacists'  armamentarium.  If  we  seek  to 
promote  ourselves  as  caring  professionals, 


and  if  we  are  prepared  to  give  the  "good 
advice"  that  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association's  publicity  campaign  has 
claimed  we  give,  then  it  is  absolutely 
essential  that  whatever  our  personal  views 
about  drug  abusers  are,  we  are  adequately 
prepared  to  answer  any  queries  presented 
to  us.  We  can  only  do  this  if  we  have  the 
relevant  back-up  information  —  which  is 
exactly  what  the  Guide  aims  to  do. 

It  is  too  easy  and  convenient  to  believe 
that  all  addicts  present  in  the  role  of  the 
young,  stereotyped  "junkie".  In  my 
experience,  by  the  time  an  addict  comes 
forward  to  seek  treatment,  he  or  she  will  be 
in  his/her  late  20s  or  early  30s,  and  will  be 
genuinely  trying  to  recover  from  his/her 
addiction  —  albeit  with  varying  degrees  of 
success  and  failure.  The  aim  of  most 
treatment  programmes  is  harm  reduction, 
as  well  as  the  goal  of  a  drug  free  client.  In 
the  face  of  AIDS  these  aims  need  serious 
consideration  by  all  health  care 
professionals.  Misinformation  can  be 
dangerous  so  it  is  important  that  we  are 
suitably  prepared  to  answer  queries.  The 
provision  of  a  local  information  sheet  is 
particularly  useful. 

As  a  leading  article  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  stated  at  the  time 
when  the  first  supply  of  the  Government's 
leaflets  "Drugs  —  what  you  can  do  as  a 
parent"  was  issued  to  pharmacies, 
"prevention  is  better  than  cure".  However, 
if  prevention  has  failed  it  is  essential  that 
help  is  available,  and  it  is  also  important 
that  pharmacists  are  able  to  direct 
inquiries  to  the  relevant  agencies.  Dr 
Brenda  Davies,  in  an  address  to  the 
College  of  Pharmacy  Practice,  has  pointed 
out  that  there  are  many  victims  of  drug 
abuse  —  not  only  the  users  but  their 
families,  friends,  neighbours  and  society. 

With  the  help  of  the  Guide, 
pharmacists  will  be  able  to  advise  and  help 
them. 

Kay  Roberts 

West  Harrow,  Middlesex 


Whale  of  a 
story  .  .  .  

In  response  to  Malcolm  H.  Espley's  letter  of 
May  2  regarding  killer  whales  and 
dolphins. 

We  wholeheartedly  agree  that  no  one 
should  condone  poorly  managed  captive 
animals.  Windsor  Safari  park  exceeds  all 
regulations  on  the  housing  of  animals  in 
captivity,  and  plans  to  further  extend  our 
dolphinarium  facilities  are  currently  being 
considered  by  the  Department  of  the 
Environment.  To  suggest  that  there  is  no 
worthwhile  reason  for  keeping  dolphins 
and  killer  whales  in  captivity  is  to  ignore 
the  benefits  in  terms  of  education  and 
scientific  observation. 

We  place  great  emphasis  on  education 
as  illustrated  by  the  educational  content  of 
our  shows.  Over  50,000  school  children 
visit  Windsor  Safari  Park  each  year,  and 
furthermore  the  educational  value  of 
seeing  dolphins  and  killer  whales  in 
captivity  is  recognised  by  89  per  cent  of 
the  British  public.  (National  market 
research  survey  on  killer  whales  and 
dolphins  carried  out  by  VA  Research  Ltd. 
The  study  of  dolphins  and  killer  whales  in 
close  quarters  allows  valuable  scientific 
research  which  would  not  otherwise  be 
possible  because  of  the  costly  and 
practical  considerations  of  studying  such 
animals  in  their  natural  environment. 

Over  recent  years  a  successful  dolphin 
breeding  programme  has  been 
established  with  the  birth  and  rearing  of 
two  calves,  which  indicates  an  active  and 
contented  group. 
Andrew  Haworth  —  M.  Booth 
Managing  director,  Windsor  Safari  Park 
Editor:  Mr  Espley  was  responding  to  a 
Seale  Advertisement  Feature  in  C&D, 
April  4:  Mr  Howarth-Booth's  letter  has  just 
been  received. 
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SALES  INCREASED 
W25Z 


"I  had  heard  of  refits 
taking  weeks,  we  did  it  in 
a  weekend. 

First  impressions,  were  a 
feeling  of  space,  continuity 
of  stock  (many  customers 
thought  we  were  carrying  new 
fines!!)  and  a  bright,  clean 
atmosphere 

There  is  now  a  definite  customer 
:low,  vision  greater  and  more 
importantly  sales  and  profit  up". 

KALMAK,  LONDON  SE1 


Effective  layout  Attractive  Displays 
and  the  Right  Environment  can  be 
achieved  by  a  Professional  Refit 
leading  to  increased  sales,  increased 
profit 

Beanstalk  have  over  35  years  of  reta 
experience  and  a  professionally  trained, 
national  network  of  sales  consultants  able 
to  offer  you  advice.  Contact  Beanstalk  now 
and  take  this  opportunity  of  increasing  your 
profit 


Telephone,  HO  (0243)788111,  Northern 

061  834  8807,  Scotland  035  52  20691, 

or  send  off  the  coupon  for  our  full  colour  brochure. 


Leasing  available 


Beanstalk  Limited,  Freepost,  Chichester,  West  Sussex  P019  2BR 


Showdown? 

May  I  through  the  courtesy  of  your 
columns  express  my  thanks  to  the  many 
pharmacists  who  visited  our  demonstration 
day  at  the  Noke  Thistle  Hotel  last  month. 

My  staff  and  I  were  gratified  by  their 
enthusiasm  for  our  products  and  new 
developments,  and  were  pleased  that 
several  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  board  members  wished  us  well 
on  the  day.  Nevertheless,  we  were 
saddened  by  reports  of  acrimonious 
comment  being  made  at  the  NPA  show, 
perhaps  indicating  the  desperation  of 
those  concerned.  Fortunately,  such 
comment  only  served  to  strengthen  the 
loyalty  and  support  of  visitors,  who 
expressed  some  measure  of  concern  at  the 
current  situation. 

However,  we  must  thank  regional  and 
national  wholesalers  alike  for  their  more 
positive  and  tangible  support,  which 
helped  greatly  in  making  our  day  at  St 
Albans  such  a  success. 

I  hope  that  we  were  able  to  re-assure 
pharmacists  of  our  continued  dedication 
and  ability  to  further  their  interests,  and 
those  of  the  profession  as  a  whole. 
John  Richardson,  Managing  director, 
John  Richardson  Computers  Ltd 

Parkinson's 
prejudgment? 

Russell  Greene,  in  his  article  on 
Parkinson's  Disease  (C&D,  June  27),  states 
that  management  does  not  extend  to 
preventing  the  disease  or  retarding  it's 
progress.  W.  Birkmayer  et  aJ  (Journal  of 
Neural  Transmission  64,  113-127,  1985),  in 
a  longterm  study  (9  years)  involving  941 
patients  suggests  that  the  drug  selegiline 
hydrochloride,  (Eldepryl),  can  prevent  or 
retard  disease  progression. 

Furthermore,  a  multicentre  trial,  - 
involving  800  patients,  is  planned  in  the 
United  States  to  evaluate  the  possible  role 
of  Eldepryl  in  slowing  disease  progression. 

It  is,  therefore,  rather  prejudging  the 
issue  to  state  that  disease  progression 
cannot  be  arrested  by  drug  therapy. 
David  J.M.  Hutchinson. 
Product  Manager, 
Britannia  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 

Editor:  The  statement  in  the  article  reflects 
the  generally  accepted  thinking  on 
Parkinson's  disease.  We  are  very  interested 
in  the  results  of  the  published  study  and 
look  forward  to  the  results  of  the  planned 
trial. 


Pharmacist  Anne  Masters  has  won  a  £1,000 
holiday  for  her  window  display  of  Warner 
Lambert  Health  Care  products.  Mrs 
Masters,  of  Cliffords  Evans  pharmacy  in 
Ladbroke  Grove,  London,  is  pictured  here 
receiving  the  prize  from  the  company's 
national  sale  manager  Pierre  Essaye. 


"Five  more  years,  five  more 
years."  The  words  provided  a 
fitting  conclusion  to  Caryl 
Churchill's  West  End  play. 
Serious  Money,  now  running 
in  the  West  End.  The  euphoric 
sung  finale  accurately 
predicted  the  stock  market's 
reaction  to  a  Tory  victory. 

The  FTSE  index  started  the  month  at 
2228.2.  Investors  exhibited  less  confidence 
then  the  pollsters  at  times,  and  even  a 
rumour  of  a  forthcoming  poll  was  enough 
barometer  stocks  such  as  British  Telecom 
and  British  Gas.  But  by  Friday  June  12, 
when  the  extent  of  the  Conservative 
majority  became  clear,  the  index  closed 
61.3  points  higher  at  2289.5. 

Much  of  the  dealing  activity  was  in  the 
publishing  sector.  After  Extel  fell  to  United 
Newspapers,  the  next  company  to  go  on 
the  auction  block  was  Associated  Books 
Publishers  which  is  most  famous  for  its 
Adrian  Mole  titles,  but  has  a  range  of 
academic  and  technical  imprints. 
International  Thomson  won  the  battle  from 
Pearson,  owners  of  Penguin,  "but  only  by  a 
whisker. 


%No#  to  Comment 

I  must  admist  to  some  bewilderment  at  you 
Comment  (June  13)  charging  the 
Northern  Ireland  Pharmaceutical 
Contractors  Committee  with  a  slightly 
cynical,  only-money-matters,  attitude  in 
the  presentation  of  its  new  contractor  case. 
As  the  negotiations  to  which  you  refer 
were  solely  concerned  with  finance, 
idealistic  considerations,  however 
important,  would  not  seem  to  have  been 
immediately  relevant  they  might  even  have 
seemed  meretricious. 

So  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
reason  to  suggest  that  the  rank  and  file, 
and  especially  junior  pharmacists  in 
Northern  Ireland,  have  more  need  than 
anyone  else  to  "chew  over"  idealism. 
Justin  Beagon, 

Chairman,  Pharmaceutical  Contractors 
Committee. 


The  bid  prompted  a  reassessment  of 
the  sector  with  shares  in  Octopus,  run  by 
Paul  Hamlyn,  announced  an  agreed 
takeover  valuing  Octopus  at  more  than 
£500m.  Mr  Hamlyn  crowned  his  glory  by 
giving  £50m  of  his  £180m  gains  to  chanty. 

Meanwhile  Robert  Maxwell,  the 
publisher  of  the  Mirror,  battling  in  the  US 
courts  to  win  Harcourt  Brace  Javanovich. 
The  US  also  attracted  ICI  which  spent 
£1.06bn  on  acquiring  Stauffer  from 
Unilever  and  Valor,  the  electrical 
appliances  company,  bought  Yale 
Securities  and  NuTone  for  £283m. 

The  most  audacisous  transatlantic 
move  came  from  WPP,  an  advertising 
company  worth  only  £130m,  which  bid  for 
JWT,  the  established  Madison  Avenue 
agency. 

Allied  Lyons,  the  Tetley  tea  company, 
underlined  the  Westward  trail  when  it  flew 
38  stockbrokers,  16  journalists  and  21 
representatives  of  large  investors  round 
the  North  American  operations  of  Hiram 
Walker,  which  it  acquired  last  year.  The 
week  long  trip,  all  conducted  via 
Concorde  in  unrivalled  style,  cost 
£650,000.  The  company  was  pleased  with 
the  result,  namely  a  steady  flow  of  "buy" 
recommendations  from  the  brokers  when 
they  returned  to  their  desks,  jet  lagged  but 
well  entertained. 


IN  THE  CITY 
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BUSINESS  NEWS™ 


Billion  pound  barrier 
broken  at  AAH  full  year 


Pharmaceuticals  have  led  the  way 
to  a  record  year  for  AAH  in  the  12 
months  to  March  31 . 

The  group's  overall  sales  broke 
through  the  £1  billion  mark  for  the  first 
time  —  that  is  4.8  per  cent  up  on  last  year's 
£997m  turnover.  But  profits  went  up  nearly 
26  per  cent  —  to  £23. 01m  before  tax. 

The  pharmaceutical  supplies  division's 
performance  was  "outstandingly 
successful",  according  to  chairman  Bill 
Pybus,  bringing  in  61.2  per  cent  of  the 
group's  £  1,024m  sales.  At  £626. 5m,  the 
division's  turnover  was  17  per  cent  up  on 
its  1986  figure.  Only  a  small  part  of  this 
was  due  to  acquisition  benefit,  said  Mr 
Pybus,  who  described  the  performance  as 
"well  above  that  achieved  by  our  main 
competitors". 

Wholesaling  firms  felt  the  benefit  of 

Management  in 
Martin  bid 

The  bids  are  in  for  the  Martin  Retail 
Group  and  they  are  understood  to 
include  one  offer  from  the  group's 
own  management. 

Martin  are  being  so'd  off  by  their 
parent  Guinness.  They  include  the 
Gordon  Drummond  chemist  chain  and 
have  attracted  a  good  deal  of  interest  from 
pharmacy-related  companies.  Last  month 

Not  to  be 
sneezed  at  .  .  . 

Last  week  a  deal  between  two 
tissue  makers  was  set  to  bring  a 
Swedish  firm  into  the  top  three  soft 
tissue  makers  in  Europe. 

Modo  Consumer  Products,  whose 
brands  include  Vita  Lamm,  Spare  and 
Domex,  are  being  bought  up  —  if  the  deal 
goes  through  —  and  merged  with 
Holmens  Bruk's  hygiene  division,  which 
makes  Katrm  soft  tissue  products  for 
hospitals  and  industry.  It  should  step  up 
their  production  to  nearly  200,000  tonnes  a 
year;  an  agreement  to  work  together  in 
pulp  supply  is  also  part  of  the  deal. 

Chnster  Zetterberg,  managing 
director  of  Holmen,  calls  the  acquisition 
"necessary  in  order  to  establish  a  large, 
competitive  manufacturer  within  the  West 
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efficiency  drives,  and  brought  their 
trading  profits  up  28  per  cent  to  £14. 09m. 

AAH's  other  operations  include 
builders'  supplies,  transport  services  and 
fuel  distribution.  This  last  division  was  a 
disappointment  to  the  group,  dropping  its 
sales  from  £340. 76m  to  £291. 02m,  despite 
the  severe  weather  earlier  this  year. 

There  have  been  several  new  ventures 
from  AAH  over  the  year;  Liverpool 
wholesalers  Ayrton  Saunders  were  bought 
in  February;  the  Vantage  pharmacy 
franchise  plan  was  announced  two  months 
later;  and  in  May  AAH  and  Meditel 
formed  an  electronic  medical  data  and 
drug  surveillance  service. 

The  last  two  schemes  will  not  make  a 
significant  showing  in  profits  during  their 
build-up  period,  says  Mr  Pybus,  but  "both 
have  excellent  potential  for  future 
growth". 


Unichem  confirmed  that  they  were  making 
an  approach  and  revealed  that,  if 
successful,  they  would  break  up  the  chain 
and  sell  the  shops  to  independents. 

Other  interested  parties  have  included 
Macarthy,  whose  new  head  Nick  Ward 
was  previously  chairman  of  Gordon 
Drummond  and  managing  director  of 
Martin  the  Newsagents. 

And  accountant  Arundbhai  Patel  has 
also  been  casting  an  eye  over  the  business 
—  though  he  may  be  more  interested  in 
the  newsagent  chain  than  in  the 
pharmacies. 


European  tissue  paper  industry".  In  fact 
the  European  soft  tissue  market  could  yield 
a  lot  more.  According  to  giants  Scott  — 
they  and  Kimberly-Clark  take  up  the  top 
market  shares  —  tissue  consumption  in 
Europe  is  still  only  a  third  per  head  of  that 
of  America.  The  Philadelphia-based 
company's  own  response  has  been  to  plan 
a  30  per  cent  volume  boost  over  the  next 
five  years  (see  C&D,  May  2). 

Only  last  year,  Scott  paid  out  about 
$60m  for  the  half  of  Bowater-Scott  which 
they  didn't  already  own.  Bowater 
Industries,  who  had  held  the  other  50  per 
cent,  took  up  the  Australian  Bowater-Scott 
Corporation  interest. 

Now  Scott  claim  over  $3  billion  sales 
worldwide.  Their  sales  target  for  Europe 
alone  is  $1 .5  billion  a  year  by  1995. 

Trade  sources  suggest  there  could  be  a 
major  marketing  assault,  as  the  big  three 
and  their  many  smaller  competitors  gear 
up  to  make  the  most  of  this  sector. 


Milupa  move 

to  SPd  

Milupa  have  chosen  Nottingham- 
based  distributors  SPD  to  distribute 
stock  to  customers,  initially  to  the 
area  north  of  Nottingham,  but  to  the 
whole  of  the  UK  in  1988. 

Up  to  now  Milupa  have  run 
distribution  wholly  from  their  Uxbndge 
warehouse,  with  regional  sub-contractors 
holding  stock.  But  the  company  says  that 
the  increasingly  high  cost  of  their 
Uxbndge  site  has  led  to  the  company 
putting  out  its  distribution  work,  worth 
£640,000  a  year.  Milupa  will  continue  to 
supply  existing  Southern  customers  from 
Uxbndge  until  the  full  changeover  next 
year. 

Why  SPD?  Milupa  financial  director 
Alan  Hassell  explains:  "One  reason  for 
choosing  the  Nottingham  site  is  that  it  is 
local  to  Boots,  who  are  a  major  customer. 
The  depot  is  also  geographically 
convenient  for  our  general  customer 
spread,  and  SPD  were  able  to  offer  the 
service  and  standard  of  warehousing 
required." 

More  retail  jobs 
to  come 

More  jobs  are  forecast  in  the 
retailing  sector  during  the  next 
three  months,  with  one  in  three 
employers  planning  to  increase 
their  staff. 

That's  the  finding  of  surveyors 
Manpower  pic,  in  their  latest  report  on 
prospects  for  1987's  third  quarter. 

The  37  per  cent  of  retailers  planning 
more  staff  compare  with  only  one  per  cent 
predicting  job  cuts. 

In  the  chemical  manufacturing  sector 
—  which  includes  pharmaceuticals  and 
cosmetics  makers  —  only  17  per  cent  are 
looking  to  take  on  more  staff  —  slightly 
above  the  15  per  cent  of  last  quarter. 


Sarget  major 

German  firm  Degussa  is  looking  to 
buy  the  French  pharmaceutical 
company  Laboratories  Sarget. 

The  buy  would  expand  Degussa's 
pharmaceutical  business  Asta  Pharma  and 
bring  in  over  a  thousand  new  employees  in 
Europe. 

Sarget  research  and  make  analgesics, 
cardiovasculars,  antiseptics,  amino  acid 
preparations  and  vitamins. 
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BUSINESS  NEWS! 


Boots  scale  down  sales 
force  in  USA 


Boots  are  having  to  make  a  drastic 
cut  in  their  US  sales  stall  after 
disappointing  results  for  their 
prescription  drugs  there. 

The  redundancies,  foreseen  when 
Boots  announced  their  latest  full  term 
results  (see  C&D  June  6,  pll55),  amount  to 
nearly  a  third  of  the  American  drugs 
salesforce. 

After  the  deregulation  of  Rufen,  Boots 
were  one  of  the  many  companies  to  move 
in  with  their  own  generic  version  of  the 
lbuprofen  drug  they  themselves  had 
licensed  out  to  Upjohn  in  the  mid  '70s. 
Spokesman  Terry  Steel  told  C&D:  "We 
introduced  the  generic  to  protect  our 
business.  But  with  the  substantial  increase 
in  generic  sales,  though  we  were  selling 
the  same  number  of  tablets,  gross  margins 
were  down." 

The  FDA's  delay  in  clearing 
Prothiaden  had  been  "a  bit  of  a  blow",  said 
Mr  Steel.  But  Boots  have  not  given  up  on 
their  push  in  the  States.  "When  we  have 
more  indication  of  a  likely  registration 
date  for  Prothiaden,  we  will  increase  the 
sales  force  again,"  said  Mr  Steel.  And,  he 
added,  the  force  would  be  stepped  up 
again  with  the  arrival  on  the  market  of  the 
cardiac  failure  drug  Floseguinan. 

In  their  annual  report,  Boots  have 


taken  the  opportunity  to  call  for  the 
removal  of  pharmaceutical  patents  from 
licence  of  right  regulations. 

"As  a  company  committed  to 
pharmaceutical  research,"  says  chairman 
Robert  Gunn  in  the  1987  report,  "we 
support  the  initiative  to  remove 
pharmaceutical  patents  from  the 
transitional  licence  of  right  provisions  of 
the  Patents  Act  1977.  We  believe  this  to  be 
in  the  national  interest  as  well  as  that  of  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  and  we  urge  the 
Government  to  introduce  the  necessary 
legislation." 

Commenting  on  the  new  NHS 
Contract,  Boots  say  the  rules  "constrain 
the  opening  of  new  pharmacies,  and,  less 
onerously,  the  relocation  of  existing 
premises". 

Boots  themselves  are  better  placed  to 
work  within  the  regulations  than  many 
smaller  competitors,  they  add. 

The  Health  and  Beauty  design,  one  of 
three  trial  looks  for  the  smaller  Boots 
stores,  has  emerged  as  the  winning 
formula  (see  C&D  Shopfitting  feature, 
November  15  1986).  The  company  will 
concentrate  exclusively  on  that  design. 
Boots  brought  in  £242. 8m  pre-tax  profits 
for  the  year  to  the  end  of  March  (see  C&D 
June  6,  pll55). 


Wella  scenting 
a  change 

Wella  have  moved  to  diversify  their 
business  by  taking  over  Parfums 
Rochas  from  Roussel  (see  C&D,  May 
16.  p972). 

Roussel  are  taking  the  opposite  tack, 
and  selling  Rochas  in  order  to  concentrate 
on  their  traditional  business  sectors. 

Rochas  were  founded  in  1925  and 
employ  750  people  world-wide.  Last  year 
70  per  cent  of  their  FF406m  turnover  came 
from  outside  France. 

Unit  move 
from  booker 

Booker  Health  Products  are 
restructuring  their  wholesale  group 
by  forming  three  "business  units"; 
one  for  the  pharmaceutical  brands, 
one  for  their  three  foods  brands,  and 
one  for  Brewhurst. 

A  general  manager  will  take  overall 
responsibility  for  purchasing,  production 
marketing  and  development  (see  People, 
P102). 

Distribution  and  sales  will  be  run 
separately  as  central  functions  servicing 
the  new  units. 


Rhodes  to  .  .  . 

Unichem's  1987  Rhodes  Convention 
in  October  has  the  usual  mix  of 
marketing  and  professional  topics 
in  the  formal  sessions. 

OTC  papers  include  "A 
manufacturer's  role  in  developing  OTC 
markets"  from  Fisons,  "Taking  pains  for 
profit",  a  review  of  the  OTC  analgesics 
market  by  Nicholas  Laboratories,  and 
"Toiletries  —  the  opportunity  for 
pharmacy"  from  Colgate-Palmolive  and 
Cussons. 

On  the  medical  side,  Professor  Brian 
Barry  of  APS  Research  will  talk  on 
"Sustained  release  technology",  Smith  & 
Nephew  will  cover  "Advances  in  wound 
management"  and  Scholl  "Prescription 
hosiery  —  taking  advantage  of  the 
changes  in  1988". 

Professional  papers  include  "Current 
reguirements  for  pharmacy  planning" 
from  BFN  Shopfitters,  and  "In  the  eye  of 
the  law"  from  Rakisons.  In  all,  17  speakers 


from  manufacturers  will  address 
delegates. 

In  addition,  management  services 
director  David  Walker  has  organised  a 
"market  place"  where  delegates  can  meet 
manufacturers  on  two  afternoons  during 
the  convention. 


UKCPA  in  Oxford 

The  United  Kingdom  Clinical 
Pharmacy  Association  residential 
symposium  will  be  on  November 
13-15.  at  the  Oxford  Moat  House. 

The  theme  is  "Theory  into  Practice" 
and  the  weekend  includes  speakers  Mr 
John  Harris,  University  of  Bath,  and  Dr 
Jackie  Parkin,  Wellcome  Research  Fellow. 
The  registration  fee  (includes 
accommodation  and  meals)  is  £105 
(members)  and  £120  (non-members),  and 
the  closing  date  for  registration  is  October 
5.  Details  from  L.A.  Goldberg,  External 
Relations  Officer,  8th  Floor,  Peel  House, 
Albert  Street,  Eccles,  Manchester.  1 


Scottish  debates 

The  third  of  the  ABPI's  regional 
health  debates  is  to  take  place  in 
Edinburgh  on  July  30  and  will  be 
addressed  by  the  new  Scottish 
Health  Minister  Michael  Forsyth. 

The  venue  is  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  and  the  subject  "Aids".  The 
debate  starts  at  7pm.  There  will  be  an 
invited  audience  but  any  pharmacist  who 
wishes  to  attend  can  do  so  by  contacting 
the  public  affairs  department  at  the  ABPI, 
12  Whitehall,  London  SW1A  2DY. 

Advance  information 

International  Federation  of  Catholic  Pharmacists 
Congress.  September  5-8,  Avignon,  France.  Theme 
is  "Media  —  Communications  —  Health".  Details  from 
Manfred  Schunck,  secretary  general  FIPC,  59, 
Bergstrasse-B-4700  Eupen/Belgium . 

Photo-Lab  Expo,  November  8-11,  National  Exhibition 
Centre,  Birmingham.  Details  from  The  Association  of 
Photographic  Labs,  9  Warwick  Court,  Grays  Inn 
Road,  London  WC1R5D] 
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APPOINTMENTS 


;ervier 


EXCELLENT  CAREER  OPPORTUNITIES 


Representatives  in 
Ethical  Pharmaceuticals 

1 .6L  Car    £1 1  -  14K  +  Excellent  Bonus       Benefits  Package 

Servier  Laboratories  Ltd  is  the  UK  subsidiary  of  one  of  Europe's  largest  and  most  successful  research 
based  pharmaceutical  companies  with  an  impressive  track  record  of  innovation  and  international 
growth  throughout  the  last  decade. 

With  one  of  the  world's  highest  ratios  of  investment  in  R  and  D,  it  is  hardly  surprising  that  Servier 
Laboratories  Ltd  is  now  the  third  fastest  growing  pharmaceutical  company  in  the  world. 
In  the  UK,  with  the  existing  product  portfolio  enjoying  great  success,  the  company  is  poised  to  launch 
several  major  new  products. 

Opportunities  to  share  in  and  contribute  to  the  planned  development  of  the  company  now  exist  in  the 
following  areas: 


Lancs/Gtr  Manchester 

Mersey  side 

Herts/Essex 

Notts/Leics 

Salop/Staffs 

W  Midlands 


KQ/2370/1  B 
KQ/2370/2B 
KQ/2370/3B 
KQ2370/4B 
KQ/2370/5B 
KQ/2370/6B 


Somerset/Avon/Wilts 

Hants/West  Sussex 

W  London 

SW  London/Surrey 

SE  London 

NW  London 


KQ/2370/7B 
KQ/2370/8B 
KQ/2370/9B 
KQ/2370/10B 
KQ/2370/1  1  B 
KQ/2370/1  2B 


Successful  applicants  will  benefit  from  a  most  comprehensive  initial  training  programme  followed  by 
continuous  on-the-job  training  tailored  to  individual  needs. 

The  company  is  firmly  committed  to  the  development  of  its  staff  and  operates  a  policy  of  internal 
promotion. 

Candidates  aged  between  24-30  should  be  educated  to  the  equivalent  of  'A'  level  standard  and  must 
be  able  to  demonstrate  a  proven  track  record  with  a  minimum  of  two  years  sales  experience  in  the 
medical  or  FMCG  fields.  Consideration  will  however  be  given  to  individuals  with  a  minimum  of  two 
years  experience  in  any  commercially  related  environment. 

In  return,  the  company  offers  a  most  attractive  salary  and  benefits  package  —  dependant  upon  age 
and  experience,  together  with  a  choice  of  company  car  from  an  attractive  range,  free  family  BUPA, 
contributory  pension  scheme,  free  life  assurance  and  24  days  annual  holiday  entitlement. 

Interested  applicants  should  apply  by  handwritten  letter,  enclosing  a  current  CV  and 
quoting  the  appropriate  reference  number  and  suffix  to  David  Morris,  lllingworth  and 
Associates,  Management  Consultants,  2  Church  Street,  Burnham,  Bucks  SL1  7HZ. 
Tel:  Burnham  (06286)  64031 . 

yiliiiQivrth  ex  Assscfd.  xtes 

<<~~*    MANAGEMENT  CONSULTANTS 


TRAINEE  PRODUCT  MANAGER 

Cox  Pharmaceuticals  is  a  subsidiary  of  a  major  international 
pharmaceutical  company  that  manufactures  and  markets  a  wide  range 
of  generic,  OTC  and  ethical  products. 

Due  to  internal  promotion  we  are  inviting  applications  for  a  TRAINEE 
PRODUCT  MANAGER  to  join  our  Marketing  Department,  The  successful 
applicant  will  have  a  knowledge  of  generic,  and/or  OTC  marketing  or 
selling.  The  position  offers  varied  duties  which  include  market  analysis  and 
involvement  in  the  investigation  and  development  of  strategic  short  and 
bng  term  plans. 

This  is  an  important  and  demanding  position  for  which  we  offer  an 
attractive  salary  and  benefits  package. 


Please  apply  with  CV  to 
Mr.  R  Forsythe,  Personnel  Manager, 
Arthur  H.  Cox  and  Company  Ltd., 
Whiddon  Valley,  Barnstaple, 
N.  Devon  EX32  8NS. 
Tel:  (0271)  75001. 
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Appointments 


Royal  Postgraduate  Medical  School 


Therapeutics  Update 

course  for  pharmacists 
9-13  November  1987 

C  ourse  Organisers: 
Ian  Harrison  &  Alan  Willson 
Pharmacy  Services 
Hammersmith  Hospital 

'Background  to  Medical  Course',  this 
intensive  one  week  seminar  will  get 
you  up  to  date  on  the  main 
therapeutic  aspects  of  medicine 
including: 


*  Cardiology 

*  Renal  Medicine 


Respiratory  Medicine 
Gastroenterology 


with  separate  lectures  on 
Immunology  /  Fluid  Balance  /  Post- 
operative Pain  /  Pre-medication  Cancer 
Chemotherapy  /  Hormones  in 
Oncology/Leukaemias 

The  22  lectures  will  be  given  by 
internationally  respected  clinicians. 

Participants  can  choose  two 
workshops  from  a  menu  of  six  which 
will  be  moderated  by  pharmacists  to 
enable  an  in-depth  clinical  application 
to  be  developed  for  a  given 
specialisation. 

Visiting  lecturers  from  the  USA  will 
speak  at  an  open  satellite  meeting  on 
the  Control  of  Cross  Infection  and  the 

Measurement  of  Clinical  Pharmacy 
Effectiveness. 

For  a  detailed  programme  and  further 
information  contact: 
School  Office,  Royal  Postgraduate 
Medical  School,  Hammersmith 
Hospital,  London  W12  OHS. 

Early  application  advised. 

Course  fee  of  £  1 95  to  be  paid  by 
19  October  1987. 


Agents 


COSMETIC  ACCESSORIES 

Cosmetic  and  hair  brushes,  mirrors 
and  manicure  sets. 

AGENTS  REQUIRED 

for  all  major  areas  of  the  UK. 

including  Channel  Islands. 

Please  phone  (or  write)  329  Ashley  Rd, 
Upper  Parkstone,  Poole,  Dorset  BH14  OAP. 
Telephone:  (0202)  740653 


Agents  Required 


URGENT 


Agents  wanted  for  all  areas  in  the 
Midlands,  South  of  the  Country  and  Wales 


calling  on  Retail  Chemists  to  promote  new  product. 
Please  apply,  stating  area  to  be  covered,  to: 

SOMEONE  SPECIAL,  1/7  Church  Street, 
Edmonton,  London  N9  9DR, 
Telephones  01-884  0680 


Agencies  Required 


REDUNDANT  TERRITORY  MANAGER 

Ex  National  Company  with  17  years  experience  in  the  West  Country,  calling  on 
chemists,  wholesalers,  retailers,  multiples,  and  allied  drug  stores. 
Experienced  in  selling  at  all  levels  —  journey  planning,  merchandising,  trade  shows 

etc. 

Well  established  contacts,  and  excellent  references  supplied. 
Seeks  main  agency  or  agencies  in  the  West  Country. 
Please  contact:  Gordon  Elliott,  50  Higher  Brimley  Rd,  Teignmouth, 
Devon  TQ 14  8JU. 


Business  for  Sale 


EdvardRushton 

Son  &  K.en\  on 


By  order  of  (he  Receiver 
David  N  Kaye  Esq,  BCom 

THE  WORLD  OF 
HERBS  LIMITED 

(IN  RECEIVERSHIP) 

Company,  licences,  stock,  furniture, 
packaging 

FOR  SALE 

Full  details  from 
R  A  Broadbent,  Edward  Rushton  Son 
&  Kenyon  Kings  Court,  Exchange  St, 
Manchester  M2  3AX 


FOR  ALL 
YOUR 
CLASSIFED 
NEEDS  PHONE 
DAVID  STELL 
ON  (0732) 
364422 
extension  476. 


061-834 1814 
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Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


John  Rirfiardion 
Computer!  Lid 


»>■  In  Pharmacy  Labelling 

►  In  Auto-Order  Stock  Control 

In  Customer  Servic  e 


|*»  In  Systems  Development 

10%  Discount  to  all  NPA  members 

FREEPOST,  Preston  PR 5  6BR  Telephone:  (0772)  323763 


Stock  for  Sale 


THE  FILM  MAN 

1  1  Ox  1  2  Exposure  45p 
110x24  65p 
135x24  65p 
135x36  £1.00 
Discfilrm  85p 
Kodak  Disc  90p 
*S/DATED  200ASA  1  35x1  2  45p 
Paper  for  minilabs  supplied. 
Fuji  Paper  5" x84m        £  1 4.90  per  roll 
5"x175m      £31 . 1  7  per  roll 
81/4"x84m     £24.64  per  roll 

GOOD  PRICES  ON  FUJI  SHEET  PAPER 
KODAK,  FUJI  AND  POLAROID  SUPPLIED. 

PHONE:  DAVE  ROTHWELI. 
0253  697094 


JUST  £D 
PERFUMES 


457b  Alexandra  Avenue,  Rayners  Lane,  Harrow,  Middx 
HA2  9RY 

Largest  range  of  branded  perfumes  in  UK  and  competitive 
prices.  Nationwide  delivery  service. 

Opening  times: 

Monday-Friday  9am-6pm.  Sunday  10am-2pm 
Phone  for  new  price  list. 

Callers  welcome  without  appointment 
at  all  times 

Tel:  01  868  1 263  Telex:  925045 
V  
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Stock  for  Sale 


KIS  MAGNUM  MINILAB  FOR  SALE 
3  years  old.  Genuine  reason  for  sale.  Full  warranty 
&  backing  from  manufacturers  guaranteed. 

PRICE  £8750.00 

To  include  paper  and  chemicals. 

Phone  any  time: 
REACONSFIELD  (04946)  3347 


Shopfitting 


Plan-exe 

DESIGNERS  &  MANUFACTURERS 

PROVIDING  A  COMPLETE 
SHOPFITTING  * 
SERVICE  QJ ' 


m 


IEXDRUM 

L-STOREFITTERS— J 


0626-834077 

COMPREHENSIVE  DESIGN,  MANUFACTURE  AND 
INSTALLATION  SERVICE  FOR  THE  RETAIL  PHARMACY 


king  Charles  business  park,  old  newton  road  heathf ield  oevon  tqu  6ut 


""TiSHOPFITTING  LTD 

A  complete  shopfitting  and  design  service,  at 
competitive  prices  for  the  pharmacist. 
Southern  Office:  Northern  Office: 

Unit  4b,  4  Prestwood  Court, 

Grace  Road,  Leacroft  Road, 

Marsh  Barton,  Risley,  Warrington, 

Exeter,  Devon  Cheshire 
Tel:  0392  216606  Tel:  0925  827292 


Labels 


mmtwm 


FOR 


DELIVERED  IN  14  DAYS  -  OR  NO  CHARGE -WW'S  THE  PARK  PRINTING  PLEDGE 
Phone  for  details  NOW 051 -708  8800    ZtXffi&f****"  * ' 
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iPEOPLE! 


Raising  the 
right  standard 

Officials  at  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Scottish  Department  can 
at  last  "fly  the  flag"  secure  in  the 
knowledge  they  no  longer  risk 
arrest. 

The  Lord  Lyon,  King  of  Arms  in 
Scotland,  has  "matriculated"  the  Society's 
Coat  of  Arms,  135  years  after  it  was 
adopted  by  the  Scottish  Department.  The 
offence  came  to  light  two  years  ago  when 


the  flag  was  flown  during  centennial 
celebrations  at  the  York  Place 
headquarters  in  Edinburgh.  Secretary  Dr 
Chiltern  received  a  stern  letter  from  the 
King  of  Arms'  office  (just  across  the  road) 
informing  him  the  department  was  not 
entitled  to  display  the  Arms  —  in  fact  it 
was  illegal.  Apparently  approval  for  its  use 
in  Scotland  had  never  been  sought. 

Dr  Chiltern  says  he  is  much  relieved 
that  the  situation  has  been  resolved. 
"Technically  I  suppose  there  could  have 
been  an  arrest",  he  told  C&D.  "Whether  it 
would  have  been  me  or  secretary  and 
registrar  John  Ferguson,  is  debatable!" 


All  in  the 
family  .  . 


A  family  of  pharmacists  got 
together  recently  for  a  joint 
celebration  of  Gold  and  Silver 
Weddings. 


Ray  and  Norah  James,  whose  children 
—  Miall  and  Mrs  Jane  Boardman  are  both 
pharmacists  —  celebrated  50  years  of 
marriage.  Their  grandaughter  Helen 
Boardman  is  a  pharmacy  student. 

In  1933  Mrs  James,  who  qualified  in 
1929  after  attending  the  London  School  of 
Pharmacy,  established  a  community 
pharmacy,  now  N  Quenby  Ltd,  in  Canvey 
island.  Miall  James  is  a  community 
pharmacist  in  SE  Essex,  secretary  of  the 
Essex  LPC,  and  treasurer  of  the  College  of 
Pharmacy  Practice. 

Mrs  Janet  Boardman  is  chair  of  the 
Dundee  &  E.  Scottish  Branch  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  her  daughter, 
Miss  Helen  Boardman,  is  an  officer  of  the 
Heriot-Watt  Pharmacy  Students 
Association  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Organising  Committee  for  the  recent 
BPSA  Conference  (where  she  celebrated 
her  21st  birthday).  Mrs  James  nephew,  Mr 
P.  Sheffield,  of  Hertford,  is  also  a 
community  pharmacist,  and  it  was  in  one 
of  his  pharmacies,  then  owned  by 
apprenticeship,  his  father,  the  late  Mr  G. 
Sheffield,  that  Mrs  James  served  her. 

A  real  community  of  pharmacists,  in 
fact! 


YPG  sets  agenda 
for  hospitals 

The  Young  Pharmacists'  Group  see 
clinical  pharmacy  as  the  root  of  the 
future  development  of  the  hospital 
service. 

But  in  its  report  on  hospital  pharmacy  a 
YPG  working  party  says  there  is  a  need  to 
define  the  pharmacist's  role  in  the  clinical 
situation  so  that  the  authority  of  the 
clinician  is  maintained. 

The  YPG's  report  takes  the  form  of  a 


comment  on  the  recommendations  for 
hospital  pharmacy  made  by  the  Nuffield 
Inquiry,  and  the  Group  goes  along  with 
many  of  its  conclusions.  The  YPG  is  in 
favour  of  the  retention  of  a  manufacturing 
capacity  in  all  districts,  the  maintenance  of 
QC  as  an  important  aspect  of 
pharmaceutical  services,  the  routine 
involvement  of  pharmacists  in  the 
reporting  of  all  adverse  drug  reactions, 
and  the  promotion  of  structured  patient 
counselling  services  in  the  outpatient 
sector.  The  YPG's  working  party 
membership  was  drawn  from  pharmacists 
working  in  the  NHS. 


L.Rowland  and  Company's  winning 
finalists  in  their  pharmacy  "sales  assistant 
of  the  year"  competition  are  pictured  here 
at  the  company's  recent  Christmas  trade 
show  in  Ruabon.  Angela  Twist  (front 
centre)  of  Mr  F.  Gatley's  (back  left) 
pharmacy  in  Bolton  won  the  competition. 
She's  pictured  here  with  the  runners  up, 
judges  and  company  chairman  R.B.  Cole 
(middle  left)  and  managing  director  A.S. 
Young  (middle  right).  The  show  was 
attended  by  over  100  customers  and 
supported  by  32  suppliers  who  showed 
items  ranging  from  perfumes  to  sundries 


APPOINTMENTS 

Booker  Health  Products:  Michael  Evans  is 
appointed  general  manager  for  the 
Healthcrafts  Business  Unit.  Mr  Evans  was 
previously  director  of  production  for  the 
group.  Peter  Phillips  is  promoted  to 
general  manager  of  the  Brewhurst 
Business  unit  from  his  position  as  manager 
of  purchasing  and  inventory.  Mr  Paul 
Ashworth  is  appointed  general  manager  of 
the  business  unit  for  Allinson,  Prewetts, 
and  Heath  and  Heather  foods.  He  also 
joins  Booker  from  the  Wellcome 
Foundation  where  he  was  marketing 
manager  for  business  strategy. 

The  Article  Number  Association:  John 
Berry  is  elected  chairman.  He  is  director 
of  Systems  and  Administration  at  Boots. 
And  Colin  Smith  is  elected  vice-chairman 
and  David  Barrett  honorary  treasurer.  Mr 
Smith  is  division  manager  of  Procter  & 
Gamble  and  Mr  Barrett  is  finance  director 
at  Allied  Bakeries.  The  ANA  deals  with  the 
promotion  of  standard  barcoding  and 
article  numbering  throughout  the  UK. 

Janssen  Pharmaceutical  Ltd:  Alan  Hicks 
is  promoted  to  the  post  of  divisional 
manager,  Janssen  Animal  Health.  He  will 
retail  full  control  and  responsibility  for  the 
pharmacy  division. 

Seven  Seas:  Paul  Webb  is  appointed 
customer  services  manager. 


Typesetting  and  graphics  by  Magset  Ltd,  Sidcup,  Kent  Printed  by  Riverside  Press  Ltd,  Whitstable,  Kent  Published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD,  Sovereign  Way,  Tonbndge,  Kent  TN9  1RW 
Registered  al  the  Post  Oilice  as  a  Newspaper  Z5/27/24s  Contents  Benn  Publications  Ltd  1987  All  rights  reserved  No  part  ol  this  publication  may  be  reproduced,  stored  in  a  retrieval  system,  mechanical 
photycopying,  recording  or  otherwise  without  the  prior  permission  oi  Benn  Publications 

1Q2  Chemist  &  Druggist  11  July  1987 


Q 


mazingly,  there  are  more 
than  seven  hundred  items 
in  our  range  of  natural 
ingredients,  from  aconite  to  zanth- 
oxyllum.  Gathered  from  every 
corner  of  the  globe  to  meet  your 
most  exacting  requirements. 
Whether  it's  herbal  and  medicinal 
extracts,  galenicals,  oleoresins  or 
chlorophylls,  you'll  get  the  same 
uncompromising  quality,  the  same 
personal  friendly  service.  Quickly 
and  reliably. 

To  find  out  more  about  Ransom 
Natural  Products,  ' phone  Hitchin 
(0462)  37615.  You'll  get 
the  straightforward  facts 


without  all  the  razzamataz 


Ransom  Natural  Products 

William  Ransom  &  Son  pic,  Bancroft,  Hitchin 

Herts  SG5  1LY.  Tel:  Hitchin  (0462)  37615  Telex:  825631 
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Ns  1  FOR  SHOW  DISCOUNTS 
Ns  1  FOR  NEW  PRODUCTS 
Ns  1  FOR  NEW  IDEAS 
N2  1  FOR  VARIETY 

20-22  SEPTEMBER  1987 
EARLS  COURT    LONDON  SWS 

Over  400  stands  will  put  you  directly  in  touch  with  the  latest  in: 

pharmaceuticals  •  gift  lines  •  beauty  and  hair  care  •  photographies  •  cosmetics  and  toiletries 
•  shop-fitting  •  perfumery  •  computing  •  health  products  •  dental  and  optical  products  •  baby  care 

Sunday  20  September  10  am  —  8  pm 
Monday  21  September  10  am  —  9  pm 
Tuesday  22  September  10  am  —  6  pm 

T^21^>V    Al^^P1^!^!*     Good  Car  Parking  facilities 

*^**^J  Underground  (Earls  Court  or  West  Brompton  stations)  and  British  Rail 

free  admission         bring  all  the  family 

Organised  by  Trade  Exhibitions  Ltd.  G*0<^ 

Exhibition  House,  Spring  Street,  London  W2  3RB  J  „„MI  o 
Telephone:  01-262  2886.  Telex:  25271  KENWOD  G. 
The  leading  exhibition  organisers  for  the  trade. 


Assooaiion  ol 
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